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Playing With Truth 5y amer miter WDITORTAL

‘While the man-made satellite continues to reel off its
astronomical mileage around our globe, Soviet
Party Seeretary Khrushchev goes on making the
political best .of the clear scientific advantage the
Sovicts have gained over the United States. Cur-
rently one of his chosen fields of activity is the
Middle Kast, where the Soviets see themselves
heavily engaged in Syria.

The faet that Soviet seiecnee has been able to
achieve a suceess of which many, from prcjudiee or
from ignorance, held it rather ineapable, has auto-
matically—although by no mecans logically—given
the Soviet regime a greater authority and its public
uttercnces a higher degree of trustworthiness. To a
large extent this increase of prestige, to be sure,
cxists only in the imagination of the Soviet rulers,
of the masses under their domination and of com-
munists in the diaspora. But the fact that the psy-
chologieal effect is, for the time being, limited to the
Soviet and Soviet-influenced orbit does not dimin-
ish the importance of the inerease of the Soviets’self-
confidenee and of the systematic initiatives they
have taken to exploit their advantage.

Trying to Commit West Europe’s Socialists

Along the lines of the elaims they raise as a result
of their satellite vietory, Khrushehev recently
launched a campaign of letters addressed to the
West European socialists. He himsclf can hardly
have expeeted the socialist leaders, for whom he has
but little respeet, to be very happy about this cor-
respondence. 1le must have realized long ago that
the Soviet Union, having lost the glamour of the
proletarian welfare state in the eyes of the socialists
and now presenting to them but the image of a
military power par cxeellence, is no longer able to
attract the minds and hearts of Europe’s non-com-
munist workers. While the serics of disarmament
proposals advanced by the Soviets may have some-
what dulled the free nations’ alertness, the appeal
to pacifism failed to deccive the workers. But on
the basis of their seientifie and technological achieve-
ment the men in the Kremlin hoped, nevertheless,
to finally win the ears of thc masses over the heads
of their parties and governments, and, in particular,
to force the soeialist leaders to play the game they
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wished to propose. For this reason the unequivocally
cool reaction of the socialists of Scandinavia, the
Netherlands, Great Britain, Belgium and France
must have impressed Khrushehev as a disappoint-
ment and an advance notice of new political defeats
to come on the international stage.

Ever since the great Revolution, now 40 years old,
the Mosecow commuunists have regarded the Social
Democrats as their arch cenemics, and have fought
them openly most of the time. Nevertheless, they
again and again addressed letters, appceals and offers
of all kinds to the Social Demoerat “masses.” lix-
amples of this kind were the attempts to mobilize,
by the slogan of “anti-faseism,” the demoeratic
socialists of the Thirties in various “people’s front”’
organizations for a ‘“common struggle”’ against the
dictatorships of Mussolini, Hitler and Franco. In
Stalin’s era the overriding role of Soviet foreign
policy interests was veiled by a very flexible defi-
nition of the term “anti-faseism.” Tt was under eover
of that formula that Stalin prepared his alliance
with Hitler,

Khrushcehev, on the other hand, does not scem to
care to veil the Soviets’ foreign poliey motives and
interests. The Central Committee of the KPSU
scems to take quite for granted a readiness on the
part of the socialist party leaders of Western
Burope—whether in office or in the opposition—to
enter upon joint consultations with the Soviet
Union on the tensions and alleged threats to peacc
in the Middle East. They arc expected to do this
on the basis of Moscow’s interpretation of the faects
and figures and to thus nilly willy follow Soviet
policy in dealing with the Syrian erisis. The manner
of taking all this for granted is strongly suggestive
of an intention to cite a few bits of truth in order
to lie the hetter,

Dramatizing the Middle East Situation

But Khrushchev’s campaign of letters was only a
prologue to a large-scale attempt to dramatize the
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Middle East situation. The shouting about a threat
of war was to tic the hands of all the powers, im-
mediate neighbors and political forees involved, and
to intimidate them to a point where they would be
ready to accord the Soviet Union the right to
strengthen its influence and position in Syria. The
demonstrative appeal to the socialists was to have
the effeet of a suggestion: that the Soviet Union,
despite its provocative intervention in the Middle
Kast and despite its deliveries of arms to Syria and
other Arab nations, could in good conscience call on
the Social Democrats as witnesses of its cause. It
was to enable it to pursue its truc foreign policy
aims under the guise of a peacemaker and a pro-
teetor, with the—at least tacit—approval of the
Social Democrats,

The pretense of a common platform of the KPSU
and the Social Democerat parties was the beginning
of an arbitrary play with truth. This play has been
carricd to a culmination point in Khrushehev’s
insinuations against John Foster Dulles, in Gro-
myko’s note to the President of the UN Assembly,
and finally in the TASS reports on alleged United
States plans and preparations for war in the Middle
East. The Soviet leaders use the facts, dates and
names involved in the wholly open and evident
American record of the past few months in the
Middle East, and by means of wilful inventions
weave them into a story of political intrigue and
plans of aggression, a conecoction of plausibility and
absurdity, as for example in the alleged plan of a
Turkish offensive on the extended Mediterrancan
front.

In trying to comprehend this mixture of truth,
oxaggeration, distortion and outright falsification
one may well think of the great show trials of the
Nineteen Thirties. In these trials, the play with the
truth by which the accused were trapped in a tangle
of facts and lies was one of Stalin’s most deadly
weapons, not fully understood until later. In the
Syrian question Khrushchev applies Stalin’s pre-
seription to foreign poliey. It is up to the Western
powers to defeat this shrewd but transparent game.
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NEW REPORT ON HUNGARY

Budapest a Year After the Uprising

By Victor Meier

One year after the revolution, normal life prevails again in Budapest ... on the surface. No
one cxcept the leaders secems much intercsted in politics. The shock of the Soviet intervention
and the failure of Western assistance to come forth as hoped have left behind a sort of
political apathy. In everyday life the communist party comes into evidence but very rarely.
The police, on the other hand, scoms to be present everywhere.

The Hungarian border station at ITegyeshalom,
where there was so much hectic agitation a year
ago, now lay still and descrted in the morning mist.
A soldier with the bright green insignia of the
frontier guard on his lapels stood casually by the
barrier, his arms resting on the machine pistol slung
around his neck. Another soldier was occupied
hoisting a Hungarian and a red flag. The passport
and customs control proceeded slowly and fussily,
but the functionaries tried to appear friendly and
considerate. After more than an hour’s waiting the
barrier finally opened, and saluting, the soldiers
gave the signal to permit us to continue into the
interior of the country. Once again we passcd the
places about which therc was so much talk last fall.
Magyarovar, Gyor, Komarom, Esztergom . . . Every-
wherce the grey people’s democratic cveryday life
had returned. Only the fields seemed to be hetter
tended than before. Some people lifted their heads
in surprise as they saw our foreign car approaching.
From time to time some children waved to us.
Shortly before entering Budapest we reeoghized the
barracks where the Soviets, a year ago, had pre-
vented our reporters’ convoy from leaving, ordering
us back into the country. It was still oceupied by
Soviet troops. Then followed the suburbs of Buda,
and, finally, the capital with all its memories.

Back to Normal on the Surface

Today, one year after the revolution, normal
life prevails again on the surface in Budapest.
Streetears, trolleys and buses keep up a busy and
regular schedule. The shop windows arc rather well
stocked for people’s democratic standards. Every-
one in Budapest asserts that the supply of food
and textiles is better .than before the revolution.
Only rarcly does one sec a queue in front of some
shop. The wounds which the battles of last fall tore
into the appearance of the city, however, are still
open for the most part. Rakozi-ut all the way to the
Ostbahnhof, the Josefsring and the Velldi-ut consti-
tute one big building site. With difficulty one picks
one’s way on the sidewalks, below seaffolding, be-
tween piles of planks and bricks. Some facades
already have a new coat of paint, but at the places
where fighting was particularly savage, the debris

has only just been removed. The Kilian barracks
stands empty and gutted. According to latest re-
ports it is to be made over into a hotel. Despite the
large amount of scaffolding one cannot fecl con-
vineed that reconstruction is really underway very
scriously. While the rogime is doubtless intcrested
in eclearing away all traces of the October revolution,
the task of reconstruction seems to weigh heavily
on the budget.

Beside the new, spick and span red stars which
again sit on top of all the factories and public
buildings, only a few signs at first point to this
being a eommunist country. The ostentatious post-
ers, for example, which in Prague proeclaim the
bliss of the socialist evolution at every other step,
arc not present in Budapest. Only a few faded
slogans painted on walls remain to invite one to
have confidence in the “revolutionary workers’ and
peasants’ government” or to wish Kadar a long
life; all of them date from November and Deceember
of last year.

Polities has been barred not only from the ex-
ternal appearance of the city, but also from the
conversation of the people. The IHungarians today
scem more indifferent than cver to political de-
velopments in their country. Again and again
one can hear them say, “What happens to us is
really not important.” The long-winded discussions
in Nepszabadsag on the development of the new
party, on the struggle against leftist and rightist
deviation, or the new foundation of the people’s
front are hardly rcad by anyone. Rumors about
conflicts within the communist party are rcported
occasionally with a sort of gleeful satisfaction, but
not becausc there is any hope for a real change.
The shock of the Soviet intervention and the failure
of the hoped-for Western assistance to come through
have caused the people of Ilungary, and especially
the pecople of Budapest, to fall into a state of
political apathy. Most of them restrict themsclves
to trying to cope with the immediate problems of
their cveryday life. Places of cntertainment—small
“espressos,” Vienna-style coffce houses, up-to-date
night elubs—are filled to bursting. Bands are play-
ing everywhere, and liquor is flowing in abundance.
A surprisingly large number of young pcople can be
seen sitting about the smoke-filled rooms. They are
without illusions—and without any faith.
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In everyday life the communist party comes into
cvidenee but rarcly. One must speak with a great
many people until onc meets someone who openly
declares himself a communist, and even among
these communists only few are active party mem-
bers. Barely one fourth of the members of the old
“Workers Party” have joined the new ‘“Socialist
Workers Party.” No onc darcs wear the party in-
signia in public. The regime has only just begun to
rebuild the party cells and its notorious personncl
and filing systems in the factories.

Police Omnipresent

The police, on the other hand, is omnipresent in
Budapest. It seems to oceupy as independent a
position as the old AVII of Rakosi’s. Nor have its
methods changed much. In the prisons people are
being beaten and tortured as of old. Conditions in
the eoncentration camps, in which thousands of
Hungarians are retained without trial for an in-
definite time, defy all deseription. Iiveryone tries
to avoid the police, the members of which as a rule
have sueh brutal faces as to be dreaded for that
reason alone. To get into their elutches means to
be beyond help from the outside. Tt is not advisable
to penetrate into the neighborhood of that tall build-
ing in Fo-utea that has been fixed up as a jail and
in which all political prisoners, including General
Maleter, are locked up. AVH men are posted on all
four corncrs with maehine pistols at the ready,
while others patrol the building with dogs. During
our brief visit to Budapest a German reporter tried
to take some picturcs a few hundred meters from

A Bankrupt Regime

this prison, without being familiar with the place.
At onee a group of policemen came running out of
the house, seized the German’s camera and led him
away. It took several hours to get him free again.
‘When later he asked at the Foreign Ministry that
an inquiry be made into his case, they anxiously dis-
suaded him from pursuing the matter.

There is one important difference, though, be-
tween the new and the old police. Kadar’s men are
no longer an instrument of intraparty terror, but
serve to persecute the so-called class enemies, the
active fighters for freedom, that is, and members
of the bourgeois eclass, Social Democrats and other
people unfriendly toward the regime. Although it
is known that the politieal prisoncrs include numer-
ous former communists—usually followers of Imre
Nagy—the difference to the old police is remark-
able because it reflects certain changes that have
taken place in the Soviet and satellite communist
systems sinec the fall of Beria. According to the
view now prevailing in Moscow, the party is again
to function as the omnipotent power, without itself
being constrained by the terror of the seerct police
or the bureaucraey of the managers. This principle,
which is represented by Khrushehev primarily, is
to be applied also in Mungary as far as possible.

No Soviet troops arc seen within the city of Buda-
pest. They are stationed in barracks round about
the town. But the Gellertberg citadel is still oceu-
pied by a Soviet unit. One can see the Russian
officers leaning casually over the low walls of the
old fortifications, enjoying the beautiful view upon
Budapest, the Danube, the bridges, the old fortress
and the sca of houses on the Pest side of the river.

Communism is at o very low e¢bb in Hungary now, in ideological, political and moral respects.
The isolation of the party from the people is almost complete. The Kadar government has no
long-range political program, and cxhausts its strength in struggling with various domestic—
communist |—opponents. Thus the communist world as a whole remains burdened with the
presence of o badly deteriorated situation and o sterile regime.

It would be hard to imagine a country in which the
differenee between law—Ilegal fiction, really—and
fact is greater than in ITungary at present. One
might say that this country has achieved, in its
purest and most visible form, that third stage of
communist development whiech Milovan Djilas
called the stage of “undogmatic communism,” whose
outstanding characteristic is its need of falling back
upon power to maintain the rule of the “new elass.”
This power in the case of ITungary is a forcign
power, which, if one is to further pursue Djilag’
analysis, must mean that in this country the transi-
tional stage of “national ecommmunism”—with a cer-
tain stabilization of domestie burcaueracy—is al-
ready superseded and irrevocably gone. To talk with

4

so-called Hungarian communists is a truly laborious
experience for a foreign visitor. Most of these
people don’t show a trace of real faith in any idea,
or of hope in the future. Party functionaries who
in other communist countries would be found dripp-
ing with arrogance and haughtiness toward the
visitor from the West, are all apology for their
attitude and their motives, Painstakingly they seck
to explain how under present conditions no other
way but theirs is possible. With cynical frankness
they admit that their rule rests solely on the pres-
enee of Soviet troops.

Communism in Hungary is at a very low ebb at
present in ideological, political and moral respects—
the lowest, indeed, that may be said to have been
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reached in any country where the communists have
been in power in the past 40 years. The isolation of
the party from the population, which alrcady under
the regime of Rakosi was more pronpunced in
Hungary than in any other satellite nation, is nearly
complete today. The party members, insofar as they
are true communists and no mere opportunists, are
completely demoralized, having scen their ideal of
communist revolution betrayed a second time. For
one must not forget that immediately after the
second Soviet intervention many communists as
well as non-communists pinned their hopes on Janos
Kadar. The new government and party leader had,
after all, spent many years in Rakosi’s prisohs and
as late as November 2, 1956, deseribed the Iyngar-
ian uprising as a “heroie people’s revolt.” The hopes
placed in him came to nothing, be it beeause he
himself closed his eyes to reality, or beecause the
Soviets did not allow him to act as he wanted.'Sinee
the great communist leaders conference of early
January 1957, and especially since Malenkov’s visit
in February 1957, official pronouncements without
exception desceribed the Hungarian events not as a
proletarian revolution in the Marxist sense of the
word, but as a “counter-revolution” started fram
abroad. Just as Stalin at his time sought to elim-
inate Trotsky and his thesis of the “revolution
betrayved,” so the present rulers in Moseow try to

suppress the truth about the Hungarian events by

their “counter-revolution” story.

In the case of Trotsky, Stalin finally achieved his
aim, because his opponent was not backed up by
any machinery or real political power. In the case
of Hungary the situation is different, because there
is, nearby, a strong communist party that risks its
whole prestige in asserting that the events of
October 1956 were a genuine revolution. Through
the voices of their top leaders Tito and Kardelj the
Yugoslav communists declared that a ‘“revolu-
tionary situation” such as had arisen in Hungary
could be met only by “revolutionary” means and not
by the traditional bureaueratic methods. In his
speech to the Skupshtina of December 11, 1956,
Kardelj called the communist party of Hungary a
mere fiction. Instead of again allowing themselves
to be driven into a party with which they had made
such painful experiences, he said, the workers would
have done better to lean on the “real socialist for-
ces” as expressed in the Workers and Revolutionary
Councils, With these institutions, Kardelj thought,
they could have established a really revolutionary
socialist democracy. Not only the personnel and the
names of the organizations but the political system,
he said, ought to be ehanged.

The Soviets disregarded the Yugoslav warnings
and proceeded in the opposite direction. They sup-
pressed the Workers and Revolutionary Couneils,
put an old-style communist party back into office,
and thus erected a new facade about a heap of
political and ideological ruins, as if nothing had
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behind the facade became cvident. The old eom-
munist (Labor) party of ITungary had suffered
from the faet that two rivaling groups fought a
bitter struggle for power within its ranks—the fol-
lowers of Rakosi, who were strongly represented in
the party machinery, and the followers of Imre
Nagy, who had a majority among the rank and file.
After their second intervention, the Soviets saw
themselves forced to exclude both of the rivaling
factions from all important posts in the new
“Socialist Workers Party.” As a result of Nagy’s
declaration of neutrality, his group, which during
the last week of October finally carried off vietory
in the intra-party struggle, was from the start
excluded from all Soviet combinations, while the
functionaries of the Ralkosi era, in their turn,
especially those of the upper echelons, were too
diseredited by their “Stalinist mistakes.” ‘

Thus there remained only a small group of people
for the regrganized party, and the “Socialist
Workers” were a rump party from the beginning.
The Soviets! preferred to entrust the leadership
mostly to the so-called “centrists,” that is, the small
group of ppeople of various (relative) shades of
opinion who previously, without exerting much
influence, Jiad occupied the middle between the two-
rivaling factions of the Labor party, and of whom
a few—tuch as Kadar, Marosan and Kallai—had
themselves had to suffer, until 1954, from the
Stalinist terror. For the building up of the new
party organization, however, one had to have
reeourse to less discredited people from the medium
and lower echelons of the Rakosi functionaries. On
the side, finally, a few so-called old communists of
the Bela Kun era and even sone former Trotskyites
suceeeded in gaining entrance to the party ranks.
In view of such heterogeneous composition it was
only natural that fresh controversies soon flared
up in the “Socialist Workers Party,” expressing
themselves in, among other things, the reappear-
ance on the political stage of the former People’s
Education Minister Revai, as well as in various
attempts on the part of the Stalinist funetionaries
to make things difficult for Kadar’s “centrist”

‘party leadership on aecount of its attitude in

October.

Communists vs. Communists

The real weakness of the ITungarian “Socialist
Workers Party,” however, does not consist in its
internal structure so much as in the fact that as a
whole it represents but a faction within the
groups which, to follow the terminology of the
Yugoslav communists, one may deseribe as “soeial-
ist forces.” The present communist rulers in ITun-
gary are forced to lead their struggle less against
the so-called class cnemy as against their own kind,
that is, against groups and forees which in all other
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openly in sympathy with it. The most dangerous
opponent continues to remain the following of
former Minister President Imre Nagy, who more
and more becomes the symbol of the:hopes of the
people as well as of the progressive communists for
economic improvement and the restoration of
national sovereignty. In the review Elet es Irodalom
Imre Gyore, the neo-Stalinist writer, recently ad-
mitted that a real Nagy-cult is carried on among
the academic youth and especially among students
from rural areas.

The communists are doing everything possible to
diminish the prestige of the Minister President of
the revolution. The “liberal” government program

of the years 1953 and 1954, they say, was worked -

out not by Imre Nagy, but by the palrty leadership
as a whole. They furthermore assert{that after his
fall in the spring of 1955 Imre Nagly, in contrast
to what has been known so far, maqle a contrite
confession. But if one inquires about Ythe date and
the text of this alleged self-critieism,i{no one has
any information, Nor does anyone wish to know
why this confession was not made Publie, which
after all, according to Communist praetice, would
have been the condition of its validity. The present
rulers get themselves all tangled up in coritradictions
in their accusations against Imre Nagy.‘\‘Recently
they declared that it was Nagy’s fault ‘that his
government program of 1953 was only half realized.
But still more recently this reporter was.told in
Budapest that Nagy’s guilt consisted in the faet
that he far exceeded the boundaries laid down by
the party——that he wanted to abolish the collective
economy altogether and advocated putting a halt to
investments.

These assertions are without foundation. In re-
ality Imre Nagy’s government program corre-
sponded pretty much to what the present rulers
proclaim, at least in theory—a fact which does not
strengthen their position against the shadow of the
former Minister President. Imre Nagy’s fall in the
spring of 1955 was not caused by his mistakes, but
by Malenkov’s fall. Nor can he alone be made
responsible for the “treason” for which the Kadar
regime blames him on aceount of his attitude at the
time of the revolution, for during those days Nagy
was negotiating with top Soviet officials, and Kadar
himself approved the Minister President’s decisions
at least until November 2. A trial of Nagy, such as
certain hotheads like Apro and Kiss demanded
again this summer after the political liquidation of

Malenkov, would he an extremely dangerous affair
for the Kadar regime.

Not only against Imre Nagy does the Kadar
regime have to struggle at present, but also against
those groups which are referred to as representatives
of a “third way.” These are former members of the
onee strongly leftist “National Peasant Party” with
their leader Istvan Bibo (now in jail). They have a
large following among the so-called people’s intel-
ligentsia and inelude eminent writers sueh as Peter
Veres, Gyula Illes and others. These people see the
possibility of a solution of the Hungarian question
in grapting the country military neutrality and
electiofs on the Polish pattern, that is, with several
parties‘ putting up candidates, but with the socialist
order {of society and the economic ties to the East
bloe retained. The advocates of these ideas constitute
a great ideological danger for the present rulers,
because after the disappointment of last November,
large parts of the population and especially the
intelligentsia now believe that their ideas might be
realized under certain conditions, and because they
are. founded on socialism. The eommunists seek to
fight them with the argument that they are only a
mask for the old nationalist slogans.

As a result of the isolated position of the present

“Socialist Workers Party” and its difficulties, the

Kadar regime has so far not succeeded in establish-
ing any long-range political program. It suffers

“from a lack of ideas and people. Particularly typi-

cal of its planless course is its present attitude on
the question of the Workers Counecils. The deerce
of November 4, 1956, calling for the establishment
of Workers Couneils, with far-reaching powers and
funetions in all factories of Hungary, is still on the
books. But today Workers Councils exist only in
the bicyele factory of Csepel and in a few building
firms. Nepszabadsag recently declared that after the
“failure” of the Workers Councils (thus the regime
motivates the breaking of its promises) new forms
of economiec democraey have to be found, What
forms these are thought to be, no one in official
Budapest is able to tell. There seems to be agree-
ment only on this, that this time the way would
have to be sought via the unions. But there is no
concrete program, and apparently no one is working
on such a one seriously. In view of this ideological
and political vacuum the only visible manifestation
of Hungarian domestie polities is police terror. And
thus the Soviet Union and the whole communist
world remain burdened with the presence of a badly
deteriorated situation and a sterile regime.
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Indonesia Today By rudotpn Hafter

Great potential wealth remains undeveloped in Indonesia as a result of political inability
and mismanagement. Conducting a too willfully centralist policy at home and purswing & pro-
communist neutralism abrood, the Govermment in Jakarte has not, so far, succceded in
banishing the danger of cwil war and economic collapse. This article is one of o scries written
by the Neue Ziircher Zeitung’s Rudolph Ilafter, currently traveling in Southeast Asia.
Additional articles by him on this part of the world will follow.

The only taxi to which I entrusted mysclf in Jakarta
was a Dodge of indcfinite color and of a vintage
found elsewhere only on seraphcaps. To start the
motor it was necessary to push the car for quite a
streteh, a maneuver to which my taximan and his
colleagues at the airport scemed quite used to. The
price for the ride into the city was exorbitant—
caused, as I later found out, not by the cost of
gasoline, but by the searcity of this means of
transportation.

Taater I got around, like cveryone else without a
car of his own, by “Betyak,” one of the three-
wheeled Ersatz taxis the operation of which pro-
vides a living for some 40,000 Jakartians. You hail
one of these things, the seats of which are painted
with magnificent landseapes, and after an argu-
ment exhausting your Indonesian vocabulary—
consisting of the words “how much” and the num-
bers one to ten—settle for a mutually acecptable
price. An umbrella roof grants protection against
the searing sun, while against the unpredictable
caprice of the traffie running in all dircctions at
onee you feel quite defenseless. The long distanecs
that must be overcome in this sprawling eity, how-
ever, contribute to turning your initial ncrvousness
into a sort of contemplative fatalism in due time.

On these cendless, leisurely trips through former
Batavia one has plenty of time for thoughtful
observation. This city must once have had a charm
quite of its own. Inmidst spacious gardens stand
the villas dating from the colonial period, low,
substantial country houses with friendly red tile
roofs, such as can be seen in the quict suburbs of
Amsterdam and The Flague. Space is available in
abundance, and the roads are wide, having a speeial,
usually fully oceupicd strip for eyelists. [ivery-
where large green lawns have remained. Tven canals
built on the Duteh model are not absent, although
they are hardly nceded here as additional traffie
arterics. Ilere Javanese women are serubbing their
daily wash, descending, from time to time, the stecp
stone steps and walking into the water well over
their hips with bundles of shirts and sheets. Ilow
the things got elean in the dirty brown bath, that is
their own seerct.

Tt is not diffieult to visualize the old Batavia—a
town of solid prosperity, a little on the petty-
bourgeois side, and quite without the cosmopolitan
airs of other castern metropoles. The Duteh ecivil
servants, bankers and businessmen had installed
themselves here with the convenicnees the tropical
climate demands. They carncd well without having
to work too hard, and saw to it that the indigenous

personnel, too, made enough for a living. As a rule
these Duteh returned to Europe upon having reach-
¢d a certain wealth and position. With the procla-
mation of independenee the city resumed its former
name, Jakarta. The administrative center of the
Netherlands Indies became the capital of Indonesia,
the residence of the Dutch Governor the President’s
palace, and the seat of the “Duteh Iast Indies
Couneil” the office of the Minister President. At the
club where Duteh officials and businessmen used to
meet, the Indonesian Parliament is holding its ses-
sion today. The number of new, post-cmancipation
buildings is exceedingly small in Jakarta, one of the
more outstanding being the outsize strueture hous-
ing the Soviet embassy.

Jakarta, we were told, is growing continuously.
The population is said to have reached the 2, per-
haps the 2% million mark—mno one knows exactly.
Most of the former Dutch villas are now oecupied
by Indonesian familics. In the hotels, one of which
once was among the most luxurious of all Asia,
three or four guests share a room. The large mass
of the newer residents of Jakarta, however, are
scttled along the endless streets that lose themselves
on the outskirts amidst banana trees and riee
paddics. Often they live in primitive huts—cam-
pongs—not very different from those of their
ancestors, whom the Duteh first met here 300 years
ago.

Independence but No Prosperity

No one in Jakarta denies that independence, so far,
has not brought any economic gain to the country.
Bven a pamphlet published by the Government try-
ing to put the achicvements of the young Republie
into the best possible light admits that despite the
resources present in and below the fields the people’s
living standards are “miscrably inadequate.” Is this
really an after-effcct of the colonial regime, as one
frequently hears asserted, or is it not rather the
result of lack of ability, of the bureaucratic waste
and—often—the corruption of the regime that
makes its decisions dependent more on an ambitious
foreign policy than on sober economic consider-
ations?

Tor several years now Indonesia, one of the most
fertile agrarian countries of the world, has been
unable to feed its population from its domestie
production. Until the beginning of World War II
the plantations of the island empire produced riee,
sugar, tea, coffec and cocoa in quantities sufficient
not only for the domestic demand, but—Ilike rubber,
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tin, [tobaceo, and sisal-—for large exports to all the
world. In the past few years the picture has changed.
Thejtrade deficit has become chronic. The growth of
population is accompanied by stagnation or even de-
cline of output. Foreign exchange returns dwindle,
and rice, the staple food, must be imported in part.
Wheén the outer regions, especially rich Sumatra, be-
gan fo revolt against the centralist regime of Jakarta
last winter, and to sell their produets on their own
accognt, the last reserves of foreign exchange melted
axvay. An import-export settlement decreed in June,
which amounted to a veiled devaluation by 50 per
cent| of the rupiah, put a halt, to be sure, to the
nearly ruinous imports. The relentless inflation of
prices and wages, however, secms to largely nullify
any hope for an inercasc of exports.

Political Difficulties at Home
and | Anti-Western Neutralism Abroad

Politteal worries come on top of the ceonomic. The
officers who appoint themselves spokesmen of the
autohomist tendeneics of the regions under their
command are not the only rebels with whom Jakarta
is forced to deal. For many years certain areas of
West Java, South Celebes and Sumatra have been

controlled by Darul Islam freebooters, members of

a Mo‘slem movement standing for the establishment
of a |strictly Islamic nation. The hinterland of the
port pf Makassar on the southwest coast of Celches,
for axample, is almost ecompletely in the hands of
these| rebels who conduct themselves here as they
pleasp and do not allow the farmers to deliver the
large harvest of coffee and eopra except against the
payment of high customs duties.

Another potential opponent of the Central
Government is the RMS, an underground movement
for the establishment of an independent “Republie
of the southern Moluceas.” At the present no im-
medigte danger seems to threaten Jakarta from this
side, jsince most of its leaders are cither in jail for
political reasons or in exile in ITolland. Nevertheless,
the movement deserves mention to help explain the
stubbornness with which the Indonesian Govern-
ment|asserts its elaim in the United Nations to West
New Guinea. The outeome of this econtroversy is of
vital interest not only to Indonesia and the Nether-
lands; but espeeially to Australia, since the political
affiliation of these islands would be of decisive im-
portance in the event of an attack from the north.

Indonesia’s - neutralism has been assuming an
incredsingly anti-Western coloring. That this may
influgnee the country’s foreign policy in a dircetion
running direetly counter to its best interests has
been demonstrated in the United Nations, when the
Indonesian delegate together with the Indian and
Ceylonese- abstained from voting.

Without a doubt many leading Indoncsians be-
come Increasingly aware of the fateful consequences
a too jone-sided commitment to the communist bloe
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would cntail. So far Sukarno’s coexistence poliey
has carned the country many a kind word from
Peking and Moscow, but hardly any tangible cco-
nomie advantage. It is astonishing, on the other
hand, to see how much Western good will remains
invested in Indonesia. We talked with Dutchmen
who remained after the liquidation of the colonial
regime or returned after a brief sojourn at home,
to eontinue to work here under increasingly difficult
conditions, full of faith in the future of the country
they have grown to love. Indonesia continues to
receive a considerable percentage of United States
aid to underdeveloped eountries. German firms seek-
ing to regain their old overseas markets and French
firms looking for new export outlets offer long-term
loans for the construction of mueh-nceded power
plants and other industrial installations.

B

The “National Conferenee” of political and military
leaders which President Sukarno convoked in
Jakarta some weeks ago was a last concentrated
effort to put an end to the long-smouldering erisis
and to save the Republice from political and ceonomie
disintegration. No one had expected the serious dif-
ferences between the central government and the
rebellious “outer provinees” to be liquidated within
a few days. The large scope of the agenda published
at the beginning of the ncgotiations made it clear
that the aim, at this moment, was not more than
the resumption of interrupted contact and the laying
down of general directives. Severc censorship saw
to it that the public learned nothing about the
proceedings behind elosed doors. Three Indonesian
news agencics and ten newspapers that had tried
to pass on some surreptitiously obtained information
to the public were simply suppressed for 24 hours
on the last day of the conference.

From the resolution. finally published, nothing
much more emerged than that it had been decided
unanimously to resume “normal relations” between
Jakarta and the regions. The various eommittecs
into which the conference had been divided up
agreed that the central government, in cooperation
with the provinees, should try to eliminate the causes
of the tension of the past eight months. It was
agrecd, in other words, to examine the possibility
of administrative, economic and military reforms.
But no conerete reason was produeed for making
one expeet that the differenees of opinion, which so
far have prevented the reforms from being carried
out, would be resolved in the necar future.

Lven the rceonciliation between Sukarno and the
former Viee-President Mohammed Hatta—exter-
nally the most important result of the conference—
took place in so vague a form as to justify doubt
that it was more than a polite gesture. Mohammed
ITatta, who is considered the President’s opponent
par exccllence and the moral leader of those politieal
forees which reject the President’s policy, did put
his signature to the strangely vague joint decla-
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ration, and on the next day together with Sukarno
paid a symbolical visit to the grave of the national
hero “General Sudirman in Jogjakarta, But the
deelaration' hoped for in government eircles, that
he would return to the vacant post of Viee President
or assume the formation of a new cabinct as Min-
ister President, has not so far come forth.

Economy on the Decline

The eentrifugal forees which threaten to tear -the
three-thousand island Republie into picees are a con-
eomitant of the symptoms of disintegration that have
characterized the country’s cconomies and polities
cver since it has shaken off Dutch colonial rule.
Sukarno himself, who in 1945, two days aftcr the
Japanese surrender, proclaimed independenee—
which the Duteh did not concede until four years
later—on the cecasion of the reecent 12% anniversary
of this event drew a pieture of the present situation
that is in somber contrast to the high expectations
with which the experiment was begun. Dwindling
returns of the onee flourishing agriculture and
stagnation of industrialization have largely under-
mined the ceonomic and financial position of the
country; public administration is handieapped by
a top-heavy burcaucracy and by corruption. More
recently the situation has been aggravated by the
rebelliousness of the provinees and the divergent
currents asserting themselves in the army which has
become a topic of widespread controversy. The
conelusion whieh the President drew from this
depressing state of the nation harmonized with the
idea he has held for some time—that western-type
democracy is bad for his country and leads into
anarchy. What it needs, in his view, is a “dynamic,
disciplined democracy,” in which all the parties
gather about the government in “national unity.”
Without stating it explicitly, the speech of August 17
pleaded for the constantly repcated demand of
Sukarno’s that the eommunists be given a place in
the government.

The Party Line-Up

Since the parliamentary clections of September 1955
which constituted a first inventory of the politieal
forces and their distribution in the Republie, four
parties occupy an obviously leading position—the
Nationalist Party (PNI) founded thirty years ago
by Sukarno-himself and close to him to this day;
the two conservative Moslem parties Masjumi and
Nahdatul Ulama (NU), and the Communists. PNI
and Masjumi, each of which oceupies 57 seats in the
Parliament, formed a coalition together with. the
45 deputies of the Nahdatul Ulama. This coalition
had a comfortable majority in the 273-member
Chamber of Deputies. The 39 Communists remained
in the opposition. But the new cabinet formed by
Ali Sastroamidjojo made it soon clear that no more
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than the fifteen governments that preceded it since
1945 was it able 1o put the nation’s atfairs in order.
The strongly eentralist organization of the young
state which is a rosult, in part, of the lack of native
administrative personnel at the time of the procla-
mation of independence, proved to be a big handi-
cap. Poor management by the central government
in Jakarta cansed the rise of an inercasing malaise
especially in the outer regions. Sumatra, Borneo
and Celebes began to murmur against the cconomie
supremacy of Java, which makes but a small eon-
tribution to Indonesian exports, while its more than
50 million inhshitants absorb the larger part of
imports.

Defection of Provinces

When in the eourse of last winter the all-powerful
military provineial commanders rid themselves in
rapid succession of Jakarta’s control, the process of
dissolution reached an acute state which has per-
sisted so far. Colonel Ahmad Ilussein, Supreme
Commander of Central Sumatra, was the first to
revolt; in Northern Sumatra Colonel Simbolon fol-
lowed his example, as did Lt. Col. Ventje Sumual in
Celebes and Col. Barlian in Southern Sumatra later,
while various other regions also made themsclves
independent, Jakarta had neither the authority nor
the required military machinery to halt the ava-
lanche. Sukarno, to be sure, suceecded in putting
up Col. Gintings, an offiecr who remained loyal to
him, as new Governor of Northern Sumatra, but at
the same time the erisis spread to the capital. Col.
Zulkifli Tubis, Deputy Chief of Statff, who sided
with the rebels, managed to flce to avoid arrest. The
Masjumi party withdrew its Ministers from the
Yovernment, and, finally, as the most unmistakable
expression of the internal discord of the regime,
came Ilatta’s resignation from office, The resig-
nation of this shrewd, gencrally rospected Vice
President who had always been somewhat over-
shadowed by Sukarno, was not an aet of opportun-
ism. It was an cxpression of open opposition to the
President’s “concept” of a “guided democraey”
funectioning in eollaboration with the Communists.

Threat of Civil War

Both the threat of civil war and the obvious impos-
gibility of getting his proposed political reforms
adopted by constitutional means caused Sukarno
last Mareh to proclaim a “state of war and siege.”
The PNT leader Suwirjo, a eolorless man uncondi-
tionally deveted to Sukarno, had in vain tried to
form a “progressivist” government, as instrueted.
Sukarno then had recourse to authoritarian methods.
In a spectacular ceremony he ordered, as President,
“citizen Sukarno” to form a Cabinet of persons he
decmed fit for the job. In hig capacity of supreme
commander of the armed forees he at the same time
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ordered the appointed politicians to ocecupy the posts
assigned to them. In setting up this Cabinet without
any constitutional foundation whatever Sukarno
cared little for the parliamentary linc-up of the
parties. Of the 24 Ministers, four belong to the PNI,
three to the Nahdatul Ulama and two to the
Masjumi; four are eommunists or fellow-travelers,
and the rest is made up of functionaries not tied to
any particular party. The rcactions of the two
Moslem groups differed. While the Masjumi as a
sign of protest expelled the two members appointed
Ministers, the NU accepted the role the Government
imposed on it in the hope of thus retaining a certain
bontrol on the course of events.
| Sinee the date of this authoritarian inteevention,
in which benevolent observers at first wished to see
othing hut a temporary attempt to solve the
overnment crisis, Sukarno has shown himself little
repared to return to eonstitutional methods. On the
contrary, he immediately procceded to obtain the
amenable Government’s econsent for the establish-
ent of a “National Couneil.” This body, a con-
stitnent part of Sukarno’s “concept” of govern-
ent, 18 composed of representatives of workers,
peasants, youth, women, various religious and occu-
pational groups, the provinees and the armed forees,
and is to serve the Government as an “advisory
body.” The suspicion that the “advice” of this Coun-
cil{1 at which the President personally occupies the
chair, will have the character of orders has so far
not been refuted.

Su*«:rno’s Pro-Communist Policy

inded Indonesians against Sukarno’s course has
been deepened by the sensational success the Com-
munists achicved from Junc to August in the elee-
tions to the local, district and provineial councils of
the ivarious Javanese provinees., This development is
primarily a result of the economic hardship under-
gone by the masscs. But also, the President gave
weleome support to the well-organized Communist
propaganda during the election campaign. He eox-
ploited Voroshilov’s state visit for demonstrative
fratarnization scenes with the President of the
Sovi¢t Union in all parts of the country, and the
nerve with which he made the government partics
respansible for all the prevailing cvils made voters
tlock|to the Communists.

The tactical aid which Sukarno at present gives to
the Indonesian communists does not seem to be rooted
in a genuine inclination to Marxism. Tven today
“Bung Karno—Brother Karno” as he likes to have
himself called at mass gatherings, actually feels like
a fighter for freedom who has to econtinue to defend
his country against the (imaginary) machinations
of old{European “imperialism.” In his eyes, the poli-
tical and economic sethacks his country has suffered
mean g suceess of the old colonial deviee of “divide
and rule” practiced by wircpullers hidden behind

Thj distrust prevailing among democratically
mi
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the mask of western parliamentarianism. Salvation
for him is in “national unity.” The political models
he likes to invoke in his usually rather vehement
speeches have always been the totalitarian rulers
who snceeeded in getting the people behind them—
Sun Yat-sen and Ibn Saud, Mitler, Lenin, Stalin
and Chou EKEn-lai. Characteristic for his obsession
with the role of liberator is the intensity with which
his foreign policy concentrates on the struggle
against the presence of the Dutch in West New
QGuinea. Ifere he has an opportunity to appeal to
those nationalist instinets which seeured him the
support of the masses in the struggle against the
Duteh.

Centralism May Yield to More Decentralization

In the final analysis Sukarno’s ideal is an Indone-
sian version of the unitary state, an authoritarian,
patriarchal regime in which relations hetween the
head and the unified masses are not disturbed by
political parties and parliamentary institutions. In
the eommunists, whose right of politiecal participa-
tion he defends, he continues to see the anti-colo-
nialist pioneers of the revolutionary period, and who
are devoted to him. He does not secem to realize
clearly that their doetrine stands in sharp contrast
to his nationalist ambitions.

So far there is not the least indication that
Sukarno has departed in any way from his course
in the latest negotiations with the rebellious officers
and politicians. The statement that agreement has
been reached on the resumption of “normal rela-
tions” between Jakarta and the regions ean, there-
fore, mean no more than that it has been decided to
explore the possibilities of agreement by way of
peaceful negotiation. The military chieftains who no
longer acknowledged the authority of the govern-
ment in their regions have declared themselves pre-
pared to submit to the decisions of a seven-men com-
mittee composed of Sukarno, Hatta, Minister Presi-
dent Djuanda-Kartawidjaja, one of the Viee Minister
Presidents, the influential Sultan of Djokja, the
Chief of Staff of the army and the Minister of
Publie Health. This coneession by the officers would
never have been obtained if the composition of the
arbitration committec had pointed to a rcestablish-
ment of the old conditions. The resolutions that have
been published also indicate that the eontroversial
questions, especially the problem of the “balance”
between the central administration in Jakarta and
the regions, are to be studied closely. If a solution
is achieved on this issue, it can only lie in the direc-
tion of inercased autonomy for the “outer pro-
vinces.”

Such a decentralization might give the Indonesian
state a new, better start and foundation. But it
could also mean the first step toward a fragmen-
tization of the island empire, if President Sukarno
continued to favor the communists’ desire for power
on Java,
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Background to French Government Crisis:
An Agrarian Economy in Transition 5y sdomon Woif

Another “government crisis” in Paris is ot this time of writing providing political com-
mentators and cortoonists with an opportunity to cxpress their amazement at the scemingly
incurable instability of French politics. To inquire into the factual economic vackground of
the situation demands a somewhat more strenuous effort. In the following, the Newe Zircher
Zeitung’s Paris financial and business correspondent discusses one importent aspect of that
cconomic background: the difficultics the French economy is meeting in odjusting its tradi-

tional pattern of agricultur

mdustry.

The difficulties with which French agriculture has
to struggle and which more rceently have been the
cause of an open revolt of the leading farmers agsoci-
ations are by no means characteristic of Franece
alone. They do not, in principle, differ from the
troubles whieh beset the farmers in other Iuropcan
countries, as the recent Helsinki econference on
FEuropean agriculture has shown. LEverywhere they
are a concomitant of the adaptation of agrarian
production to a rapidly expanding industrial cco-
nomy. The farms, tied as they are to the soil, to
climate and tradition, are simply incapable of keep-
ing pace with the precipitate mechanization and
rationalization of industry.

The problems resulting from this- situation are
particularly scrious for France, however, for two
Teasons.

First, becausc of the large size of the country
and the regional differeneces of soil and climate.

Second, agrarian production oceupies a far larger
place in the French economy than in most other
industrialized nations of urope. When, for cx-
ample, Switzerland or Germany allow high prices
for domestic wheat, the cost of the entire wheat
supply is thereby but little inercased, sinee these
countries import the larger part of the wheat they
noed at world market prices. In France, however,
the production of wheat not only covers domestic
requirements but yields export surpluses. Conditions
are similar with regard to wine and sugar beet.

Farmers’® Share of National Income Declines

French farmers rightly complain that their share
of the national income continues to decline. From
about 18 per cent before the war it has dropped to
12 per cent (according to caleulations which are not
absolutely accurate, however). This is the reverse
side of the progressive industrialization of the
country, which has made great strides especially
during the postwar years. While the country’s total
production rose by 50 per cent between 1938 and
1955, agrarian production alone rose by only 25 per
cent; industrial produetion, however, by as much as
60 per cent, building by 130 per cent, transportation
by 60 per cent and commeree by 36 per cent. As far
as labor productivity is eoncerned, on the other
hand, agriculture on account of the declining num-

¢ to a rapidly cxpanding mechanization and rationalization of

ber of persons employed in it was able to keep pace
with industry, with a rate of inerease of 40 per cent.

It is, howcver, the very sucecss more recently
achicved in agrarian produectivity—such as in
wheat, the returns of which increased more in the
past ten than in the previous fifty years—that adds
weight to the complaints of the farmers. At present
295 per cent of the French population live on agri-
culture, with 26.7 per cent of the gainfully em-
ployed population working in farming, but the
farmers’ share of the national inecome, as already
stated, is only 12 per cent. Even if the latter figure
is not altogether accurate, therc can be no doubt
that Freneh agriculture has participated but little,
if at all, in the general improvement of living eon-
ditions. This, doubtless, is one of the deeper reasons
for the dissatisfaction which has recently been given
such dramatic expression.

It is not casy to obtain an accurate picture ot
the devclopment of farmer income in France,
beeause the available statisties are inecomplete and
unreliable. The efforts of the Bureau of Statisties
in this dircction rest largely on estimates and con-
tain many sources of error, With these reservations
in mind we present the following figures on the
development of conditions between 1952/53 and
1953/56.

Production and Income in French Agriculture

1952/58 19655/56 Difference
Production
(OEEC Index) 110 127 + 15.5 per cent
Ineome
(in billion franes) 2,205 2,450 + 11 percent
Fxpenditure 590 725 + 23 percent
Difference 1,616 1,725 + 6.8 per cent

The figures show, above all, that the gross income
of agriculture in the past few years has not kept
pace with either returns or with cxpenditures. Be-
tween 1952/53 and 1955/56 production rose by
15.5 per cent, as a result of inereased expenditure
for synthetic fertilizer, tractors, cte. Agricultural
expenditure during this period accordingly rose by
23 per cent. These efforts to inerease production
and productivity were compensated for only in part
by an inercase of income, gross income having
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increased by 11, and net income by only 6.8 per
cent.

Farm Income by Products

Medium for
1987/39 1965/56
(in percentages of total farm income)
Meat 225 30
Milk 13.5 18.5
Poultry and eggs 115 12
Wheat 17 10
Vegetables 9.5 9
Wine 115 8
Fruit 35 3.5
Potatoes 4 25
Sugar beet 2.5 25

Frequently French agriculture is aeccused of
having neglected to readapt its production to the
shifts that have oceurred in consumption, so that it
produces too much wheat, wine and beets, but too
little meat, milk, ete. Our figures show that this
eriticism is not altogether Jjustified. A certain
adaptation of agrarian production to changed
market conditions has doubtless taken place. While
farm income from wheat dropped from 17 to 10, and
ineome from wine from 11.5 to 8 per cent, the per-
centage of meat rose from 22.5 to 30, that for milk
from 13.5 to 18.5 and that for poultry from 11.5 to
12. |Since, however, the surpluses of wheat, wine and
brandy from sugar beet continue, one must conclude
that adaptation is still inadequate. This is the more
weighty a fact as these surplus produets claim the
larger part of government subsidies and price
supports.

Necessity of Readaptation

The unsatisfactory returns of agriculture are
thus explained to some extent by the farmers’ cling-
ing |to erops which as a result of the development
of the markets at home and abroad have become
unprofitable. It would be in the interest of French
agrieulture and thus of the country as a whole if
less |wheat, wine and brandy, but more meat, milk,
vegetables and fruit were produced.

It|is not only the reluctance of the farmers, how-
ever, but much more the policy of the Government
that|is responsible for the slow progress of adapta-
tion, And this policy again has various reasons, of
course. One very important reason is that this
policy has always, but especially since the war, been
inflyenced by the leading farmers’ associations
which obviously are able to exert a strong pressure
on Government and Parliament. It needs to be
pointed out that the produecers of wheat, wine and
sugar beet have particularly effective organizations,
whilg those of meat, milk, vegetables and fruit pro-
ducers are less efficient and sueeessful. Thus the
rovernment did not deeide to grant livestock and

12
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dairy farmers more support until the threat of an
acute mcat shortage arose. The prospect of these
government subsidies did not fail to mobilize the
leading agricultural associations which in the recent
past have launched a campaign against the official
farm policy, forcing the Parliament to be convoked
ahead of time. The adaptation of French agricul-
ture, which technically is entirely feasible and
economically inevitable, meets with obstacles of a
primarily political nature, therefore.

Several of the measures taken or proposed by
the Government have contributed to bringing the
sitnation to a boiling point. This refers, first, to the
reecently decreed lowering of the official price of
wheat, envisaged as a first step toward a reorienta-
tion of agrarian production, and, secorid, to the
delay in carrying out the law, adopted some time
ago, increasing the priee of milk. The Government,
moreover, was reproached with some measures
which, like the reduction of subsidies on farm ma-
chinery or the sale of low-price fuel, resulted from
the cecomomy measure announced on May 21 and
adopted by the Parliament on June 26. To add fuel
to the farmers’ ire, the sponsors of the campaign
against the Government did not shrink from distor-
tion and even slander, as Finance Minister Gaillard
was able to show. :

To meet the thrust of the agricultural associations
the Government made certain concessions to the
angered wheat and milk producers, without depart-
ing from its basie plan of action. Reeently it has pub-
lished an order sctting up direetives for the next
four years for the prices of agrarian produets which
enjoy a government guarantee, i. e. wheat, barley,
corn, sugar beet, beef, pork and eggs. These dirce-
tives aim not only at an inerease of farm income,
but also at a reorientation of agrarian' produe-
tion—that is, the development of livestoek and
dairy farming on the one hand, and stabilization or
even reduction of wheat, wine and sugar beet, on
the other. :

This decree is merely a framework to be filled out
with special rules for the various products, cspe-
cially with regard to prices. In this respeet the
decre¢ "speaks of “targets” to be reached in 1961,
and of pilot prices to be fixed annually. The differ-
ence between present and target prices is to be
reduced in stages. A sort of sliding seale is provided
for the prices that is to change them in accord with
the development of the prices of goods purchased
by the farmers, and other industrial produets, as
well as the wages of farm workers,

As this analysis shows. the whole is a very com-
plex matter the seope of which will not beeome fully
clear until all exccutive orders have been made
public. By the regulation of prices over a period of
four years the farmer is to be given more seeurity,
espeeially with regard to readaptation. Thd suceess
of the projeet, of course, will depend not ionly on
the wisdom of the government measures, but also on
the eonduet of the farmers and their assoeigtions.
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On Receiving Some Photos From

By Melanie Staerk

New York is one of those things about
which people’s opinions divide rather
sharply. You cither love it or you hate it.
We love it. But wo can also understand
those who hate or dread it. In any event,
it is a subject about which we are always
cager to talk, The distance of time and
space that separates us from physical eon-
tact with it seems but to intensify our
emotion. And so we were delighted when
a folder full of photographs like thosc
shown on these pages came to our desk one
fair morning recently. Impossible not to
use this pretext for talking about New
York, scenc of countless' memories, and
objeet of many a sceret nostalgia from time
to time.

New York is hectie, they say; the traffic
is maddening. Our own feeling about it
always was that in New York traffic has
grown so big as to defeat itself. It’s beeome
so tremendous as to foree itself to move
within the most severely determined chan-
nels, according to the most strietly con-
trolled rules and—except for the through
highways and the subways, of course—so
slowly and haltingly as to quite amaze one
used to the traffic of large European cities.
That was always one of our strong impres-
sions of New York—this huge traffic mov-
ing along with a steady roar, slow-paced,
heavy with the breath of gasoline.

At the wheel of a ear, from the window
of a bus, one was not only enabled, but
forced to become a eontemplative... of life
as it -passed by outside, composed of a
churning mass of other cars and buses,
faces of people bearing the features of all
the world’s races, and shops, shops, shops. ..
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elegant, expensive, luxurious shops, and many more
of | them inecredibly poor and dirty, fascinating
beeause despite their poverty and their dirt they so
obviously existed and funetioned. A bus ride the
length of Fifth or Madison Avenue was like a strong
drink, it stunned and dulled the senscs, yet made
one peculiarly perecptive of isolated details—a face,
a shop sign, an old man on a park bench, a flower
pot|high up at one of the millions of skyseraper
apartment windows. )

ou feel lost in New York, they say. But there is
a manner of being lost that means being sheltercd.

a cocktail lounge, a newsstand or two, with a
theater and perhaps a chureh of one’s de-

appening to any one of the tight lttle com-
, every sinful or saintly deed is present to
New York” (you read about it in the paper),

but we lived here.
“There”—that included dinner in the Ragt

, evenings at Carncgie Iall, at the Metro-
, at one or the other of the many “legitimate”

cation;| we loved it, but we always loved equally
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well to return to our own neighborhood, and when
all was said and done we preferred the low-brow
New York our pictures here illustrate. For the big
world, the arts, sophistication, they could be found
elsewhere, while the very special atmosphere, warm
and eozy as an old slipper, of our own particular
neighborhood—one among hundreds—was  abso-
lutely exelusive, unique in the world, and a home,
if ever there was one.

But “there” also included sunrises on the Last
River and sunsets on the Hudson, enchanting views
of downtown Manhattan from a ferry gaily riding
the waves so efficiently administered by the Port
of New York Authority, amidst tugs and freighters
and liners, some of them very foreign-locking, in-
deed; golden September mornings in Central Park,
sultry summer nights on skyseraper roofs right
close, so it seemed, to the stars, and the big Christ-
mas tree off St. Patrick’s Cathedral, after a blizzard,
perhaps, had deposited mountains of snow in the
streets the night before... how can anyone say
there is no place left for nature in New York City?

New York always impressed us as huge, but never
as megalomaniac in any way or degree. It seemed to*
us to be most casually indifferent to, almost as if
ignorant of, its own fantastie stature. It did not
assault, but incite our attention.

It was its matter-of-factness, indeed, against the
background of an inexhaustible, unequaled world
of sights and sounds and smells, things and people,
heights and depths both physical and moral, luxury
and wretchedness, the way in which with all its
exotie aspects it somehow remained cut to the size
of man, granting him both freedom and refuge, that
we Joved best about this amazing city.

Our space is up, and we have but begun to talk
of New York! .
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Pictures by Elizabeth Funk
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Restraints Upon Warfare

By Ilans Iloug

This article by Dr. Hans Haug, an officer of the Swiss Red Cross Socicty, presents a survey
of the problems up for discussion at the International Red Cross Conference currently meeting
in New Delhi, for the purpose of sctting up workable rules for the protection of civilians in
modern war, The draft riles submitted to the delegates constitute a development of the well-
tested Hague and Geneva Conventions on the laws of war. Mr. Haug not only lists all the
technical questions involved, but in the concluding part of his article enters upon some of the
fundamenial issucs raised by the lows of war in gencral under present conditions.

The Conference of the International Red Cross
which is eurrently mecting at New Delhi takes place
every four or five years and is attended by delegates
of the National Red Cross, Red Creseent and Red
Lion and Sun Socicties, the International Committee
of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross Societics
as well as the governments of all the nations that

are partners to the Geneva Conventions for the -

proteetion: of the vietims of war. The Conference
has the task of coordinating the efforts of the vari-
ous Red Cross organizations, of working out dirce-
tives for their future activities and, if necessity
requires, proposals for the further development of
those international agreements which aim to safe-
guard humanitarian principles in time of war.

International Red Cross Conference at New Delhi
on the Protection of Civilians

This ycar’s conference is dedicated to the very
urgent question of the proteetion of the eivilian
population. It is to examine, on the one hand, how
the national Red Cross societies may promote, and
support in a practieal way—through ambulanee and
first-aid services, aid to homeless and search for
missing persons, evacuation, and the establishment
of safety zones—the mecasures heing prepared in
nearly all countries for the proteetion of the civilian
population against the effeets of war. On the other
hand, and in the main, the guestion is to be exam-
ined whether it would not be possible to restrict the
conduct of war—total war as revealed in World
War II—by new provisions of international law, to
proteet those civilians at least that are not partici-
pating in the war effort. “The Draft Rules for the
Limitation of the Dangers Incurred by the Civilian
Population in Time of War,” prepared by the
International Committee of the Red Cross in the
course of the past few years and distributed to the
confercnce delegates with a detailed commentary as
carly as October 1956, will serve as a basis of dis-
cussion.

The prineiple according to which military aetion
in war is to be direeted only against armed forces
and their auxiliaries was first formalized in inter-
national law at the two Hague Peace Conferences
of 1899 and 1907. Thus the “Annex to the Hague
Convention of 1907” containing the “Regulations
Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land”
includes the provision that “the right of belligerents
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to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not un-
limited.” The Convention prohibits the employment
of “arms, projeetiles, or material calculated to cause
unnecessary suffering.” With a view to protecting

the civilian population the Convention forbids “the

attack or bombardment, by whatever means, of
towns, villages, dwellings or buildings which are
undefended.” If, however, the bombardment of a
(defended) place is begun, “all necessary steps
must be taken to spare, ag far as possible, buildings
dedicated to religion, art, scicnee or echaritable
purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places
where the sick and wounded are collected, provided
that they are not being used at the same time for
military purposes.” Analogous provisions were
incorporated in the “Iague Convention Re-
specting Bombardment by Naval Foreces in
Time of War.”

The Hague laws of war were further developed
in 1925, 1949 and 1954 by the conclusion of new
treaties. The Geneva Protocol of 1925 adopted the
prohibition, equally important for the armed forees
as for the civilian population, of the use of asphyxi-
ating, poisonous or other gases, of all similar liquids,
substances or methods as well as baeteriological
means of warfare. In 1949 the “Geneva Convention
Relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time of
War” as prepared by the International Committec
of the Red Cross and the XVIII™ International
Red Cross Conference in Stockholm was signed.
This Convention serves primarily to redefine the
legal position and the treatment of the civilian
population in enemy-occupied areas, as well as of
aliens in the territory of belligerent parties. The
provisions of this Convention which refers to the
“general protection of the ecivilian population
against certain econsequences of war” are limited in
the main to the prohibition of attacks upon recog-
nized and eclearly marked eivilian hospitals and
their personncel, as well as transports of wounded.
The sheltering of wounded and sick, weak and aged
people as well as of mothers and children in hospital
and safety zones is recommended as a measure of
passive protection. Such zones would be set up in
arcas which are sparsely settled, open and remote
from military targets and, as far as can be foreseen,
without importance for the conduect of military
operations. ITospital and safety zones answering the
conditions of the agrecment and recognized as such
by the hostile party may under no circumstances be
attacked; they are to be spared and protected at all
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times. In 1954, finally, the “Hague Convention for
the Protection of Cultural Property” was signed,
which is of interest to the civilian population also,
indirectly. The Convention binds the treaty powers
to spare and proteet particularly valuable buildings,
works of art and collections.

The reason for the International Committee’s
undertaking an initiative today—supported by
numerous Red Cross societies and outstanding
foreign experts—for a further devclopment of the
protection of ecivilians in intcrnational law is the
inadequacy of the existing norms. These norms are
either not, or no longer, adapted to the present
sitnation and foresceable development, so that their
application becomes partly impossible, or else they
are, like the Geneva Convention of 1949 and the
ITague Convention of 1954, limited to special fields,
so that despite their high valuc and nearly universal
recoghition they do not provide a comprehensive,
generally effective protection of the eivilian popu-
lation.

The inadequacy for the present time of the ITaguc
Conventions on the laws and usages of land warfare
for the protection of the civilian population is a
result of the transformation which the methods of
warfare have undergone sinece the Hague Peace
Conference of 1907. This change consists mainly
in the rise of air forces and guided missiles, which
arc used independent of ground force opcrations
for the destruection of strategic targets bchind the
front. The prohibition contained in the ITaguc
Convention on the bombardment of undefended
towns, villages, settlements or buildings is designed
cntirely to fit the conditions of a land war in which
certain areas may be oecupied by enemy troops. If
a place is undefended, it can be oceupied without
“attack” and “bombardment;” its destruction would
be useless and would only “eause unnecessary suf-
fering.” Wholly different aims are pursued by
strategic aerial warfare which independent of land
operations is directed against the encmy hinterland,
by planes and in the future also by guided missiles.
Its aim is the destruction of objects and men im-
portant to the enemy’s war effort and thus deserib-
able as “military objectives.” For this type of war-
fare it is without importance whether or not a town
or village be “defended;” decisive is the strategic,
and, therefore, military character alone of the objcet
and men involved.

The IMague Convention of 1907, therefore, is not
applicable to the so-called independent aerial war
which aims at reducing the enemy’s war potential.
Sinee it proved impossible in the interwar period
to adapt the laws of war to the new realitics, there
were no clear-cut rules for air war available in
World War II. The result was an increasing ruth-
lessnoss of aerial operations which more and more
abandoned the distinetion between military targets
and peaceful civilian populations. World War IT so
strongly impressed public opinion with the experi-
cnee of total war as to revive in a new form the

demand for the protection of the peacceful civilian
population. ’

Ag far ag the Geneva Protocol of 1925 is con-
cerned, its eontinued validify is beyond question.
Tt was asserted here and there during World War I1
that one or the other of the forbidden means were
used, but no proof was dclivered. The question,
however, whether the use of atomic weapons with
radioactive fallout violates the Geneva Protocol, is
controversial. In the opinion of some this is indeed
the case, but this should not prevent the conclusion
of an agreement on this new weapon which far
exceeds the effectivenecss of traditional instruments.

New Provisions Develop Old and Tested Rules

The “Draft Rules for the Limitation of the Dangers
Tncurred by the Civilian Population in Time of
War” submitted to the eurrent International Confer-
cnce of the Red Cross in New Delhi is not to replace,
but to supplement existing international law. The
new rules are based on the Hague Convention of
1907. The latter’s prineiples, the validity of which
was never contested and was confirmed by the
Geneva and Hague Conventions of 1949 and 1954,
arc taken over and given a new formulation with a
view to the latest methods and means of warfare.
Like cvery provision of the international law of war
one hopes will be adopted, especially by the big
powers, the proposed rules take into consideration
not only the humanitarian interests and demands
which, taken absolutely, can lead only to the prohi-
bition of war in general—but also the genuine mili-
tary nceessitics by which war, as long as it will
continue to afflict mankind, is dominated.

The strueture of the rules worked out by the
International Committee is simple and clear., The
first articles recall the Hague principle that the
belligerents do not have an unlimited choice of
means of harming the enemy, and cstablish the duty
of the belligerent parties to use their armed might
only for the destruction of the military power of the
cnemy. The eivilian population, which ineludes all
persons not belonging to the armed forecs or their
auxiliaries, and not using any armed force on their
own initiative, is inviolable in principle. Attacks
against it as well as against dwellings and establish-
ments that serve it exelusively, are prohibited.

The prineiple needs concrete implementation if it
is to become cffective. What is meant by “military
foree” or by “war potential?” Where is the dividing
line between the military and the civilian realm in
an age of highly developed methods of warfare
which make the armed forces largely dependent on
the cconomy and the transportation system of the
countries involved? In order to draw this line the
rules deseribe the eoncept of the “military objective”
as already used in the Geneva and Ilague Conven-
tions of 1949 and 1954. The gencral deseription, by
which those targets may be regarded as military,
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the military importance of which is generally
recognized and the destruction of which in a given
situation offers a clear military advantage, is sup-
plemented by an enumeration which, however, is
not to be taken as a part of the rules but only as a
directive and explanation.

The expansion of the concept of the military ob-
Jeetive incvitable with the present methods of war-
fare calls for a further group of provisions—those
dealing with the preeautionary measures to be taken
both in the seleetion of weapons and methods of
attack and in the carrying out of the attacks upon
military targets, so that they cause no or only small
losses among the civilian population. The targets
are to be clearly identified and the attacks, espe-
cially in the densely populated hinterland, are to
be carried out with the greatest possible pre-
cision.

The definition of the concept of military neees-
sity in international law, together with the most
universal possible understanding regarding the
meaning of this concept, is of importance not only
for the limitation of aets of attack, espeeially from
the air, but also for the measures of ecivil de-
fense. In this sense the rules commit the belliger-
ents to do what is within their power to proteet the
civilian population against the inevitable offects of
attacks on military objcetives, espceially through the
evacuation of people from the vicinity of these
objectives. The strengthening of these measures is
turther served by the provision that the belligerent
partics must facilitate the activity of the ecivilian
protective organizations put up cxclusively for the
carc of the eivilian population. The possibility of
granting these organizations a special immunity
through a protective emblem is provided for.

The duty of the belligerents to restriet fighting
operations to military objectives, and to spare the
civilian population in attacks upon such targets,
leads to a particularly difficult question touching
the vexed problem of the prohibition of certain
weapons, especially atomic weapons. Does not the
obligation placed upon the belligerents by the
proposed rules exclude altogether the use of weapons
the harmful, destructive effect of which ean no
longer be forescen and controlled? The International
Committece and its experts have answered this
question in the affirmative and after thorough
examination have deeided to speeifically formulate
the prohibition of the use of such weapons, inde-
pendent of the already existing or future prohi-
bitions of certain wecapons, and solely from the
point of view of the protection of the eivilian popu-
lation. The provision proposed, however, iy formu-
lated in a broad way and only mentions as examples
weapons which spread bacteria, chemical or radio-
active substances. Their use is forbidden if it in-
volves a danger to the eivilian population.

TFinally the proposed rules treat with two speeial
cases of the protection of the civilian population—
with ecities declared “open,” and with installations
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the destruction of which might expose the civilian
population to serious dangers.

As far the “open cities” known from the history
of war are concerned (in 1940 Paris was declared
and recognized as an open city in an agreement
between the belligerents) the proposed rules provide
that a town, be it in the vicinity of the front or in
the rear can be deelared “open” and recog-
nized as such by the encmy, if it renounces every
form of defense, does not shelter any armed forces
nor grants any transit to such forces, and in general
abstains from any activity important to the war.
The cnemy can make the recognition of an “open
city” dependent on a neutral control. If the recog-
nition is affirmed, then the rccognizing party is
obliged to cease and desist from any aggressive
action against the city. This recognition does not
exelude non-violent oceupation by land forees,

Among the establishments the destruction of which
would rclease forces that would gravely endanger
the ecivilian population the rules include dams,
hydroclectric power plants and atomic energy instal-
lations. The signatory powers are invited to provide
a procedure to ensure the immunity of such installa-
tions, insofar as they serve execlusively or primarily
peaceful purposes. They are also to provide special
immunity of this kind at a later date, in analogy to
a city’s being declared “open” after a war has
already started.

Some Basic Questions Involved

A study of the rules proposed at the New Delhi
Conference for the protection of the eivilian popula-
tion leads to a series of fundamental questions which
are being posed again and again in conneetion with
the international law of war and its further devel-
opment. One of thesc questions is whether norms
aiming at limiting warfare in the interest of man-
kind have any prospect of being respected and
applied at all, since war as such is a violation of
humanity. The reply to this question is that
war is made by human beings, and that, thercfore,
as experience shows, humaneness, that is regard for
the dignity and the life of man, is never completely
discarded or destroyed. The law of war, however,
cannot safeguard humaneness in an absolute way,
but only within the framework of the military
necessities. The Geneva Conventions which aim to
secure the protection of the wounded and sick
of the armed forces and a humane treatment of the
prisoners of war have in the past realized their
aim to so large an extent mostly because their de-
mands are compatible with the necessities of war-
fare. But do the proposed rules for the protection of
the civilian population also fulfill this decisive con-
dition, are they in accord with the military neces-
sities which determine the course of a war?

This question can be answered by the statements
made by cxperts who examined the record of air
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warfare in World War II and agreed that the air
attacks direeted against the civilian population did
neither shorten nor decide the war, but demanded
vietims aut of all proportion to the military sue-
coss obtained. Tberhard Spetzler, a German author
and outstanding expert, in his book “Luftkrieg und
Menschlichkeit” (Gottingen, 1956) even states that
undiseriminating air war not only runs counter to
the dietates of humanity, but to the true military
intercsts as well, which have always demanded the
concentration of attack on military targets. From
this statement one may conclude that the limitation
of attack to military targets and the saving of the
civilian population are ecompatible, in prineiple,
with military ncecessity.

Another question is whether today, in the age of
highly developed war techniques which have pro-
duced the A and the I bomb, it is aceeptable at all
to make agrecments for the regulation of warfare
and thus, indircetly, to recognize war in inter-
national law as a legitimate method of settling con-
fliets. Would it in the present situation, and with
the longing of all peoples for peace, not be more
appropriate to concentrate all efforts on the out-
lawing of war and the sceuring of the peace and
for this purpose to strengthen the authority of the
United Nations with all possible means? In 1949 the
UN Commission charged with the development and
the codification of international law refused to
assume the task of adapting the law of war to the
new conditions. It feared that world public opinion
would interpret such an enterprise as a visible lack
of confidence in the effectiveness of the means avail-
able to the United Nations for the prescrvation of

non

the peace. This reluctance of the United Nations
ageney was one of the reasons which influenced the
International Committee of the Red Cross to submit
the draft convention here discussed for the further
development of the law of war.

Tn one of his most recent essays (“Prologema und
Probleme eines internationalen Fthos,” Friedens-
warte No.4, 1956) Max Iuber has described the
neglect and indeed rejection of all efforts to pro-
mote, in time of peace, the making of treaty agrec-
ments for the safeguarding of humanitarian prin-
ciples in war, as “blind ideologism” which, if it had
prevailed, would have cost in the subsequent decades
the lives of millions of more people. This statement
is a warning to be heeded today morc than cver.
That even the UN is unable and unwilling to re-
nounce war as a matter of prineiple is written in
its Charter and has been proved by its intervention
in Korca. As long as war remains possible in law
and in‘fact, be it as a localized or as a world-wide
conflict, as long as tremendous armaments threaten
mankind, there will have to be rules which seck to
save a minimum of law and humanity amidst a
gencral collapse of eivilization and cultural values.
The law of war accepts the fact or the possibility
of war, but eondemns its most destructive aspects
by imposing certain restraints on it for the pro-
teetion of life. The laws of war also can create and
maintain a foundation on which a new order—and
peace-—may eventually be established. It is, as Max
Huber once said, the one picce of preparedness for
war that we eannot afford to abandon in the very
interest of peace.

JeWS in the S‘OV‘iet UlliO]l By a correspondent

Despite the official claim to  change of attitude toward the Jews in the Soviet Union, the
latters’ position is still determined by the anti-Semitic course which, started by Stalin in the
Nincteon Thirtics, shortly before the dictator’s death in March, 1958, came to a violent climax
with the “cxposwre” of the Kremlin physicians’ alleged plot against top Soviet leoaders. In
the following article the glaring discrepancy between Soviet thcory and practice in regard
to the Jews is examined in some detatl.

The process of revoking the concessions made to
the Jews in previous times and of gradually doing
away with their cultural institutions began in the
Thirties and lasted nearly two decades. A first phase
ended in 1948, when the last remaining Jewish
schools, theaters and newspapers were closed down
and the “Jewish Anti-Faseist Committee” was sud-
denly ordered to dishand. A great many Jewish
pocts and writers were arrested. In 1952, an even
larger number was executed in sceret and without
a trial. Others died a “natural death” in prisons
and concentration camps. An intensive campaign
against all things Jewish characterized the years
from 1948 to 1952, a period in which the despot’s
obvious insanity reached a violent climax. The true
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purpose of this anti-Semitic movement was easily
recognizable despite its attempted disguise behind
a facade of slogans such as those referring to the
battle against “Zionist agents,” against “ecosmopol-
itanism” and “nationally uprooted clements.” With
the “exposure” of the Kremlin physician’s alleged
plot against the lives of high-ranking and top Soviet
functionaries, Stalin apparently meant to bring the
Jews in Soviet Russia to their final destruetion.
There is considerable evidence to prove that the
trial of these physicians was to provide Stalin with
the desired. pretext for the mass deportation of
Jews to Siberia and the Antarctic Continent. Al-
though the trial had already been scheduled, it was
called off immediately after Stalin’s death and the
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accused were set at liberty and rehabilitated with
the explanation that their “confessions” had heen
extracted from them by foree. When' this libelous
attack upon the Jews eame to a sudden end, the
new rulers of the Soviet Union attributed it and
all other measures taken against the Jews in Stalin’s
last years to the eriminal influence of the “Beria
gang” and the “cult of person.”

‘Whereas all other national groups were assured
a cultural life of their own, the Jewish population
was’ left to an existenee shorn- of all its eduea-
tional institutions, literary publications and necws-
papers or magazines of any kind, Even in the reli-
gious seetor the Jewish group was foreed to comply
with certain restrietions. The Jews were forbidden
to form a religious community which would encom-
pass the whole of the country, cven though the
Greek Orthodox Church, the Mohammedans ete.,
had been permitted to .do so. As far as local
organization was concerned they were also robbed
of almost cvery means of taking effoctive action.
Furthermore, the right to enter into non-political
relations with Jews of other countries and to keep
up an exchange of ideas with these is denied .the
Jewish population of the Soviet Union.

Discrimination against the individual Jew was
added to their collective mistreatment. Both of these
attitudes are in strange contradiction to the faet
that in the Soviet Union anti-Semitism represents
a punishable offense. In reality there is an un-
written numerus clausus for Jews in the eivil service
and at the universities, where their attendance lags
far behind the quota of Jews in the population as
a whole. Party Secretary Khrushehev told a dele-
gation of F'rench socialists that Jewish intclleetuals
had held important administrative positions in the
Soviet Union at a time when therc was still a lack
of Russian intellectuals, but that today such a
shortage no longer cxists; for which reason the need
for Jewish officials has also cecased to exist.

In a conversation with a communist delegation
from Canada, another Soviet leader attempted to
justify the elimination of Jews from eivil scrvice
by arguing that the Jews must make way for the
new “intelligentsia” which has arisen in the differ-
ent national Republies of the Soviet Union, because
the population there demands that “members of
their own race and not foreigners” hold office in
their own regions. :

The Deputy Member of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party, Katharina Furtseva, last
vear frankly told an American journalist that the
Jews had to be excluded from certain governmental
departments because otherwise the percentage of
Jewish officials would be higher than that of all
other employees. All reports agree that the idea
of anti-Semitism, which was pounded into the Rus-
sians during the time of the Czars and which receiv-
ed new impetus from Ilitler’s occupation of the
Soviet Union, has continued to grow and has become
firmly entrenched in the minds of the Russian mas-
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ses. One hears of Jew-baiting and anti-Jewish de-
monstrations in market-places, in vehicles of public
transportation, in queues before grocery stores ete.,
and one hears of the preference given to non-Jewish
workers and employecs. Tt may be true that anti-
Semitism is not ineluded in the policies of the new
leaders; but it must be pointed out, at the same
time, that there are no indications of an aetual
effort on the part of the present Government to
check these anti-Semitic trends. In the recently
published pamphlet, “National Traditions of the
Peoples of the Soviet Union,” M. Mrossov enumer-
ates the various nationalities of the soldiers and
officers who were decorated as “heroes of the Soviet
Union.” Ile mentions Russians, Ukrainians, White
Russians, Tatars, Gruziyans, Bashkirians ete., but
the Jewish bherocs who should actually be listed
third, dlsnppear under the gereral heading “Other
Peoples.”

Thwarted Hopes

A change of course in the treatment of the Jewish
minority was cxpected of the new Government
which had officially denounced the dictator’s anti-
Semitie attitude. The Government itself entertained
such hopes. Thus it was rumored in official cireles
after Stalin’s death that a statement would soon
be made public eoncerning the fight against anti-
Semitism. The  chairman of the Writer’s Associ-
ation of the Soviet Union told an outstanding repre-
sentative of Jewish eultural life in America of
plans for the establishment of a Jewish publishing
house, a Jewish school, a theater to be conducted in
the Yiddish language, Jewish literary periodicals
and of plans for a conference of the Jewish writers
and artists of Soviet Russia.

Of all these many projects not one has come even
near rcalization. Not a single program for the
restoration of Jewish cultural autonomy has been
published and no effective measures have been
taken against anti-Semitism so far; in fact one
knows that on various oeccasions Khrushehev has
made remarks which were clearly anti-Semitie. This
caused criticism even in the ecommunist circles of
other countries. On their return from a visit to the
Soviet Union, the delegations of the Communist
party of Great Britain and Canada expressed their
alarm and disappointment over the obvious lack of
energy and speed with which the Russian party and
Government is setting about the cultural rchabili-
tation of the Jews.

It is probably due to these rcactions—in partlcu-
lar to those in Gomulka’s Poland—that the new
rulers of the Soviet Union have finally seentheir way
clear to hand out Jewish culture in small dosages.
But even if the situation has improved in compari-
son to that of the last yecars of the Stalin era, there
are still no serious efforts being made to rehabilitate
Jewish culture as sueh. The few gestures made so
far cannot disguise the faet that the Bulganin
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o’ Jews 4n the Soviet- Union

Government remains basically intransigent and will
continue to keep the Jewish population from main-
taining its culture, from strengthening this culture
by a system of cooperative work and from securing
it by the nationally organized education of Jewish
children in a Jewish religious spirit.

The right to emigrate. is for the most part also
denied the Jews .of Soviet Russia. The Soviet au-
thoritics. allow emigration to Israel only in some
exeeptional and isolated cases, whenthe person in
question is an invalid er very old, and this only on
the eondition that the purpose of his removal is a
reunion with near relatives; in. all other instances,
the Jews arc not permitted to leave the Soviet Union
and to settle in Israel. The reason given for this
policy is that the Jews have no real desire to emi-
grate. In Poland the situation is entircly different.
There, last Deeember’s conference of the officially
recognized Jewish Cultural Association, headed by
communist veterans, announced its unreserved sup-
port of both the national-cultural aspirations of
this country’s Jewish population, and of the right
of Jews to cmigrate to Israel; it also sent a dele-
gation to the Ministry of the Interior to plead for
the relaxation of cmigration laws. One can hardly
be wrong in assuming that the same would. happen
in the.Soviet Union if the Jewish population there
were able to express its oplnlon freely and without
fear. :

National Consciousness of the Jews in Russia

In their talks with foreign delegations, the Soviet
leaders have attempted to whitewash their attitude
of antagonism with the argument that the Jewish
population does not wish to have a life of its own.
They have reverted to Stalin’s axiom, that the
Jews in the Soviet Union do not constitute a nation-

ality;- they deny their character as.a homogenous
group and they claim the Jews in Russia have be-
come so far assimilated into their surroundings that
they no longer fecl the need for a culture or an
cdueation of their own.

But the facts overrule the objections raised by
the Soviet leaders: Everything that has come to be
known through direet and reliable channels indicates
that the trials to which the Jows were subjected,
particularly in the years between 1948 and Stalin’s
death ‘in March, 1953, have merely strengthened
their national consciousness and the desire -to
maintain their own vital culture in a Jewish com-
munity. Even a great many non-religious Jews go
to synagogues because this is the only chanee they
have of -spending a few undisturbed hours in a
Jewish environment. Jewish concerts, lectures on
folklore, ete., arc demonstratively overerowded and
are always enormously successful despite a standard
which is often rather low. It is particularly remark-
able that most of the younger Jewish generation,
which was, after all, cducated under the Soviet
regime, has the same attitude. Perhaps these young
people are cven: morc determined to preserve a
Jewish way of life than their clders are, for they
have completely lost their parents’ belief that com-
munism will abolish diserimination against Jews
and solve the Jowish problem.

Not only .soeialist and other delegations, but also
communist pilgrims to ‘Russia have been able to
satisfy themselves of the fact that the Jewish
population of the Soviet Union urgently desires the
re-establishment of its cultural and religious insti-
tutions; and these groups have said as much on
their return home. Even the Jewish-Communist
Press in Poland and -in the Western ecountries
emphatically contests the truth of the official Soviet
Russian thesis of a completed or ncarly completed
assimilation of the Jews within Sovict Russia.
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On the Present Status of Liberal Thought 5y st Bieri

This article is an extract from a report by a Newe Ziircher Zeitung cditor on the recent 10th
meeting of the Mont Pélerin Society, an association of leading liberal economists and other

scholars.

In the draft version of a new book he has written,
Professor F. A. Hayek talks about the possibility of
a renaissance of liberalism. As a thinker interested
in practical questions, and one drawing his con-
clusions from the proecess of trial and error, he holds
that freedom is not just another moral value, but
actually the source of all our values, and an indis-
pensible prerequisite of ethical conduct.

To thus declare individual freedom to be the
foundation of all human aections, and of all actions
worthy of human nature in particular, scems to
invite a reproach of one-sidedness. In times of im-
portant historical events forees other than liberal
individualism come to the fore and dominate the
mind of men, even in the rclatively liberal West.
For this reason Professor Hayek believes that the
rebirth of liberal thought depends less on a further
refinement and improvement of the system than on
what he calls “the temper of our generation’—and
thiy temper merits to be eriticized. The origin of the
illiberal or anti-liberal tendencies of our time, ac-
cording to Professor Hayek, must be sought not so
much in divergent theories or idcologics as in the
prevalence of a wrong kind of perfectionism.

(The liberal tradition) “is essentially a modest
and even a humble crecd, based on a low opinion of
man’s wisdom and capacities and on the econvietion
that within the range on which we can fix our aims
even the best society is not a very good society. It
is almost the opposite of any perfectionism and of
the impatience and hurry of the passionate reformer
whom indignation about particular evils makes
blind to all the injustice and harm he is prepared
to cause for the achievement of his aim.”

Thus one of the leading libcral economists and
eritics of our society takes his stand in favor of
“imperfectionism,” and defines liberalism as that
teaching which—in contrast to all other political
and philosophical teachings—does not claim om-
nigeience and total idealism. To this modesty the
liberal thinker is committed not only as a result of
his high regard for the individual, which demands
that he tolerate differences of opinion, but also of his
distrust of the “passionate reformers,” the record
having amply demounstrated that the worst misdeeds
are all too frequently done in the name of passion-
ately held ideals. Professor Hayek hopes our gener-
ation may have learned that often it was perfection-
ism of one kind or another that destroyed what
moderate social reform had achieved.

Their rejection of excessively ambitious promises
—and claims—places the liberals in a particular
situation. They cannot invoke any doetrinal system,
and make its imperfect application responsible for
all evils. Insofar as one ean speak of any liberal
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“system” at all, it demands a continuous re-examin-
ation and checking against concrete experience, as
well as unhindered discussion and development.

One important forum for the discharge of this
important task is the Mont Pélerin Society, an
association of scholars and lcaders who may be said
to constitute the intelleetual “general staff” of liber-
alism. On an international basis and unburdened
by direet political obligations the members of the
Mont Pélerin Society are able to diseuss and develop
liberal thought. Founded ten years ago on Mont
Pélerin in the Canton de Vaud, Switzerland, it has
held a congress cach year in different places in
Europe—congresses which have been attended by
a growing number of economists, philosophers and
political leaders.

The.meeting held on the occasion of the 10t anni-
versary took place at St. Moritz in the first week
of last September, with 140 delegates attending. An
exhibition of books published by members of the
Socicty served to demonstrate the latter’s influential
position in eontemporary thought. Practically all
important works of present-day liberalism have
been written by members of the Society. Together
they testify to the vitality of liberal thought which,
fortunately, enjoys an inereasing popularity also in
the practical social and political life of some coun-
tries—at least in economic respects—to the benefit
of the people whose freedom and prosperity con-
tinue to be threatened by the persistence of collectiv-
ist trends.

The congress dealt with a number of topies which
cannot easily be reduced to a commeoen denominator.
They included such large questions as the philosophy
of liberalism, the problem of eolonialism, and the
Common Market treatics. On many a point opinions
were neither fixed in advance nor uniform. Both
in theoretical and in praetical questions a division
into two groups seemed to emerge—that of the
“consistent liberals,” or the “liberal purists,” who
apply the severest possible eriteria of freedom to
the institutions of the liberal state, and that of
the “pragmatic” liberals, who in this world of eol-
lectivist tendencies wish to salvage the essential

_ parts of individual freedom while admitting that

the state has some positive funetions also.

On Education

Two American professors, B. Rogge and H. Schoeck,
who introduced the discussion on topies of educa-
tion, proceeded from the basis of the American
school system, in which the primary and secondary
levels are largely controlled by local authorities,
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while on the college and university level private
institutions prevail, Both speakers opposed govern-
ment interfercnee in education. They expeet the
best results from schools in which private initiative
dominates, and reject all leveling and standardizing
tendencics. Prof. Rogge went so far as to deseribe
the sehool in ceonomie terms as an “industry,” which
too frequently offers its goods (education) at a price
below cost, thus direeting consumer purchasing
power in'a wrong direction. In the schools, too, he
held, the best results may be expeeted if the cus-
tomer (the pupil) forms his own opinion on the
quality of the merchandise and pays the right, that
is, cost-covering, priee for it.

To this view originating from specifically Ameri-
can conditions Professor W. Kacgi of Zurich added
a picture of the typically Swiss and Continental
system. Ile stated that cgalitarianism is a danger
to democracy and may prepare the way for totali-
tarianism. The inequality of men is a natural fact,
readily denied by a mistaken fanatism for equality:
On the other hand it should not be overlooked that
equality—equality before the law, resting on the
inalienable equality of dignity of the person—is onc
of the foundations of democracy. In Switzerland
the sehool is shaped by the democratic idcal of
equality. Elementary and secondary cducation is
compulsory, free, and non-denominational. The
basic idea is that all children, without regard to
soeial background, reeeive the same clementary
edueation. in the same schools. Yet the inequality
of talents is acknowledged. In a demoeracy, doubt-
less, the tendeney prevails to reject as ‘“‘undemo-
cratic” any consideration paid this inequality. But
a democracy cannot manage without an clite—only
it is essential that access to the elite be not denied
as a result of social background or finanecial diffi-
culty. Compromise between true and false equality,
between the equality of dignity of the person and
the inequality of functions, between frecdom and
authority produecs the eoncrete form of education
and school system, ever to be subjected to eritical
review.

The emphatically individualist thescs of Profes-
sors Rogge and Schoeck were attacked by other
speakers, Thus Professor Riistow found that they
lacked a fair weighing of the rclative advantages
and disadvantages of individualist and collectivist
pedagogy. Professor Gideonse criticized treating
education as an “industry;” in his view education
is the most important means to form and renew the
community. Professor Schoeck’s fecars of an cgali-
tarian levelling of schools are unfounded, he held;
in New York, for cxample, there exists a variety of
high schools to eater to various talents and intercsts.

The controversy on education was made difficult
by the divergence of conditions in the United States
and in Europe, particularly with regard to the
financing and managing of the schools. Unanimity
reigned, however, in the rejection of all egalitarian
tendencies in the education of the elite.

Common Market—Yes or No?

That inflation is the worst cnemy of prosperity, of
saving, and of all institutions of a free society in
general was a thought oxpressed again and again as
an axiom of liberal economic theory. Governments
whieh eondone or practice an inflationary pelicy in
the name of the promotion of prosperity, are de-
ceiving themselves and the peoples in the worst
possible manncr. A further axiom of the liberals
is that frecdom of trade is a powerful lever for
gencral progress. And third, the meeting was un-
animous in demanding the convertibility of eur-
reneies, in other words, a sound and uniform
basis of payments and elearing for an unhindered
cxechange of goods and capital across national
boundaries. Thus the liberals arc inspired by a
deep-rooted internationalism in ceonomic affairs.

But uniformity of aims in gencral economic
policy does not exelude variations on conercte issues.
Thus Professor &’Tstaing (France) doubted the
widespread thesis represented by H. S. Ellis, aecord-
ing to which the rate of saving in the Western
countries lags badly behind the necd for invest-
ments—for which reason Professor Bllis would
recommend increased government financing. Pro-
fessor d’Estaing argued that the volume and type
of “desirable” investments cannot be really deter-
mined. The volume of investments, he holds, prop-
crly depends on the capacity of the capital market—
whatever eannot be financed by tlie market has no
ceonomic right to be financed. Taking refuge with
the government for finaneing purposes ig illiberal,
he holds.

On the topic of the Common Market opinions
clashed sharply. Jacques Rueff after a detailed
roview of the treaties came to a positive conclusion:
the Turopean Economic Community strives to over-
come the barriers that are set to the OE ¢, and
gencralizes the methods practiced in the Coal and
Steel Community. According to Rueff the principal
purpose of the Common Market is the promotion of
the freedom of trade. Not only tariffs and quotas
are to be done away with, but hidden obstacles
to trade as well attacked and gradually reduced.
Finally the Common Market is to give birth to
curreney convertibility., The treaty, he said, is
actually “impure” from a liberal point of view, but
this very fact operates to its advantage beeause it
makes it politically viable. Criticism of the Common
Market, he said, often derives from the fear that it
will suceeed.

The opposite position was taken with vehemenee
by Professors Ilaberler and Ropke. Aecording to
them, regional free trade automatically means dis-
crimination against third parties. It is to be ex-
pooted, morcover, that the very long transitional
period provided for will never come to an end, so
that the final result would not be a customs union,
but a preferential system. Professor ITaberler
cmphasized that only a gencral lowering of tariffs
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will promote trade, whercas & seloetive lowering
would merely shift trade without expanding it on
a global scale. He would expeet more from g general
lowering of tariffs than from a “little Europe”
solution. Professor Répke repeated his well-known
misgivings regarding the rise of an “economocracy”
based on six countries, as generating “dirigism” on
a Continental scale. In Europe there is a small
group of hard-eurrency countries (Germany, Bel-
gium, Switzerland) which owe their strong position
to a healthy economic and financial policy. If the
other group, composed of countrics sutfering from
balance of payments diffieulties, would imitate this
example, the problem would be solved. Unfortu-
nately, however, discase is mcre contagious than
health. Nor does Professor Répke accept the politi-
cal arguments in favor of the Common Market
advanced by other speakers, If Burope’s potential

is to be mobilized—and this is doubtless necessary .

in view of the world political and strategie situ-
ation—he would advise that new divisions and more
tanks be provided rather than the questionable
project of an economic union enforced. A better
model for open integration can be found in the
period preeeding the first World War, when cur-
rencies were convertible. The speaker demanded
that in any event the Common Market should be
realized only together with the free-trade zone,

Is the True Liberal Conservative?

The essentially eritical attitude taken by the Mt.
Pélerin Society toward contemporary ceonomic and
political policies might make one suspect that liber-
alism here is wrapping itself up in a sort of sorrow-
ful conservatism and unrealistic individualism. To
counteract such a suspicion was the purpose of a
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well thought-out lecture by Professor Hayek on
“Why T am not a conservative.” (The text of this
lecture is the epilogne of the hook referred to
above.)

The author sees a distinction from conservatism
in his attitude toward the history of mankind in
general. The conservative’s attitude is one of an
instinetive rejection of everything new and untested
and a fixed preference for the traditional. The
liberal, on the other hand, looks upon the future
with courage and initiative, affirming the new and
trusting in the self-regulation of society and econo-
my. Sinee progress can eome only from the freeing
of ideas and energies, liberal thought is never in
danger of becoming obsolete as long as it stays true
to itself.

Professor Hayek takes a skeptical view of the
parties that call themselves liberal. Continental
liberalism in his eyes is tainted by the sins of the
Frenech Revolution with its totalitarian tendencics
and its aggressive, erude, anti-religious rationalism,
ITe prefers to see liberalism rooted in the Anglo-
american tradition and would like to restore the
name of “whigs” to the liberals on hoth sides of the
Atlantic. In Continental Europe, Hayek feels, the
liberals would stand to profit from a shot of radical-
ism, Tt should be their hope to win the many “pro-
gressives” who today walk in a collectivist direction
even while agreeing with the liberals that the very
principle of life is change. In order to prevent the
change from leading into the abyss of totalitarian-
ism, a elcar liberal concept of society is needed-——
the eorc of which concept is that unlimited power
always and everywhere is the chief enemy of hu-
manity and of progress, regardless in whose name,
for what purpose and in which form the power is
claimed and used.
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The Month in Review

A Summary of World Events as Recorded in Zurich — From September 22 Through October 21,1957

September 22

September 24

Septomber 25

September 26

September 28

September 30

Oectober 1

October 2

October 3

October 5

October 6

King Haakon VII of Norway dies in Oslo
at 85.

At The Hague, the International Court
of Justice takes up Goa conflict between
Portugal and India.

President Eiscnhower orders Federal
troops to Little Rock, Arkansas in school
segregation conflict.

All European cities report spread of
Asian *flu,

Freneh National Assembly begins im-
portant Algeria debate.

King Saud arrives in Damascus for
3-day visit, '

Bangkok announces roster of new cabinet
with Nai Pote Sarasin as Minister Presi-
dent.

TASS reports revision of Soviet 5-year
plan.

UN General Assembly recleets Dag Ham-
marskjold for a second 5-year term as
Seerctary General,

Milovan Djilas will have to face new trial
for “crime against national security” in
publication of book on “The New Class,”
Belgrade reports. :

Hungarian Minister President Janos
Kadar arrives in Pcking for official visit.

British Labor Party open annual congress
at Brighton.

Bourgds-Maunoury Government resigns
in Paris after defeat in Algeria law vote.

UN General Assembly cleets Panama,
Canada and Japan as non-permanent
members of Sceurity Couneil.

Constituent Assembly of International
Atomic Energy Ageney opens in Vienna.

Upper House of Swiss Federal Parlia-
ment approves draft proposal to intro-
duce women’s suffrage.

French President René Coty begins con-
sultations to form ncw government.

Indian Minister President Nchru arrives
in Tokyo for 10-day official visit.

Willy Brandt, a soeialist, is cleeted new
mayor by West Berlin City Council.

TASS announces Soviets have launched
world’s first artificial carth satellite.

ITungarian Minister President Kadar
stops over in Moseow on return from
Peking.

Milovan Djilas gets 7-year prison term in
Belgrade trial for “crime against national
seeurity.”

October 8

October 10

QOctober 11

October 13

October 14

October 16

Oectober 17

October 19

Oectober 21

Oslo reports results of reeent parlia-
montary clections leave political line-up
largely unchanged, with Workers Party
in the lead but the Communists suffering
sethack.

In 3vd part of New York Times inter-
view, Soviet Party Secretary Khrushchev
eriticizes US role in Middle Kast and
threatens Turkey on attitude toward
Syria.

British Conservative Party opens annual
congress at Brighton,

Pakistan Minister President Hussain
Suhrawardy resigns from office over
issuc of West Pakistan rcorganization,

DDR Minister President Grotewohl in
surprisc move orders all paper money
exchanged for new bills,

Middle East tension increases with arrival
of Egyptian . troops in Syrian port La-
takia.

Queen Elizabeth is'in Canada for official
visit.
In letters addressed to West European

socialists, Khrushehev warns of danger of
war in Middle East.

Syria appeals to UN General Assembly
against Turkish troop c_oncentration on
border. :

Soviet dclegate Gromyko presents UN
General Assombly with note threatening
war against Turkey.

OEEC Ministers Council meets in Paris
to diseuss Buropean Free Trade Zone
project.

Bonn Government deeides to sever diplo-
matic relations with Tito as result of
Yugoslavia’s recognition of DDR.

Qucen Elizabeth is in Washington on
official visit.

Antoine Pinay’s proposcd cabinet and
government program suffers 248:199 de-
feat in I'rench National Assembly.

According to reports from London King
Saud has offerced his services as mediator
in Turkish-Syrian contlict.

Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by Prinee
Philip, in visit to UN headquarters in
New York addresses General Assembly,
stressing importance of the world organ-
ization.

Field Marshal Sir Jokn Harding an-
nounces he will rotire shortly from his
post of Cyprus Governor,

Approved For Release 2000/09/08 : CIA-RDP78-01634R000100060021-2



)

Approved For Release 2000/09/08 : CIA-RDP78-016@?000100060021 -2

Max Bill, who has attracted an inereasing amount
ol attention during the past few years, particularly
in South America and Germany, will not be able to
complain that his own country has ignored him. Of
course, he too has cxperieneed the reluetance in
praise that is so characteristic of Switzerland; but
on three points, three important points of view, he
is in complete harmony with Swiss custom: TFirst,
he is a pedagogue; seecond, he feels himseclf eom-
mitted to the perfectionism of good craftsmanship
(he has a “high finish” to usc a technical term);
and third, Max Bill has always had a sinecre regard
for practical matters, that is, he has never negleeted
typography, the poster or the design of furniture
and tools for the sake of a purer art form. Quite to
the contrary, he has applied himself to the utili-
tarian and non-utilitarian levels of art with equal
. respeet for both.

Max Bill is a good example—and an enecouraging
one—for the fact that serviee cannot harm the
spirit, that reality and practice do not interfere
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max bill

with the abstractions of the imagination but
strengthen these. It is not without reason that he is
one of the chief proponents of that group which will
not stand for the word “abstraction” and turns the
tables by insisting on its replacement by the term
“conerete art.” That art may be taught and learned
to a certain extent, that it is also a question of
attitude and conscience—all this ig expressed in his
work, which is a restatement (albeit on new, formal
grounds) of several old Swiss postulates.

Three arts—painting, sculpture and architee-
turc—are represented in the current Max Bill
exhibition, but also “produect design, commereial
art, typography.” An Uomo Universale as in cen-
turies past? In any case, a man who adheres to onc
prineiple throughout his work, on all levels of art
and in every task accomplished, a man who seems
to believe that each and every kind of artistic utter-
ance forms a part of something like a pyramid, the
summit of which ean only remain firm if the artist
returns regularly to the broad basis on which his
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work rests, thus testing and proving his strength
time and again. Onee one has come in eontact with
the spirit of confidence expressed in these nimble
movements up and down the pyramid’s steps, one
will not hesitate to aceept Max Bill as one of the
most pleasant and cnjoyable personages to appear
within the present-day circle of busy abstractionists.
ITe shows us how an art that is eertainly heir to
quite a considerable number of frailties may be
given substanee and kept under control.

All of Max Bill’'s work is, without exception,
emphatically rationalistic in orientation. A certain
color series is varied a certain number of times and
this results in a speeific constellation of colors. A
plane, defined by parallel limits is studied in eox-
tension: At first it promiscs to be nothing more
than a graceful curve, but then it suddenly turns in
a manner transcending the rational—though it does
not lose itself in the absurd (Max Bill is by nature
mueh too cheerful for this; not at all the type that
broods)—achicving a kind of transparent equilib-
rium and, in the most fortunate instances, a kind of
radiating cffeet which transforms the laws of time
into sounding, musical rhythm. It is truc that if
one takes a picee of paper and reercates the forms
which unfold themsclves in white plaster or shining
brass in bold eurves or startling upright movements,
one quickly sees that the fundamental thought is of
very simple structure. But, in the first place, Max
Bill has known how to find the right material and
the right measure and, in the second place, he stays
with these with sueh insistence and calm that the
abserver cannot help understanding completely at
least the guiding prineiple involved. It may well be
that an acsthetician with a philosophical bent of
mind will sometimes be tempted to ask whether Max
Bill is chiefly interested in demonstrating pedagog-
ically perfeet experiments in geometry, stereometry
and the function of numbers. In any case, this is his
natural limitation. But his possibilities within these
bounds are almost limitless because the demonstra-
tion of mcometric or stercometric functions and the
funetion of numbers are merely motives, the foun-
dations or outlines for the structural. Tt is only
when others do the same thing that onc realizes
Max Bill’s supcrior artistry. IIc enters the realm of
music while others remain outside, preoecupied with
prineiple and method.

We no longer scoff at someone who wishes to
show us the calm, the depcndability and joy of
harmony and order, for it is no small thing to do
this amidst the troubles of our day. Many are
deeply grateful to Max Bill for thig. The brilliance
of his rationalism illuminates and eountcrbalances
the gloomy darkness of the Tachist canvas.

The cireumstance that brilliance is coupled with
coolness of tone eannot disturb us. It is, rather, the
only possible way in which a cheerful world may
today be eonvineingly represented. It this brilliance
were sanguine, warm and “sunny,” our generation
would surely accuse the author of attempting to

CIA-RDP78-01632R000100060021-2

dolude us with visions of cosy eomforts that arc
useless. Coolness, however, (particularly in the
colors used and also in the materials—brass) jars
the individual out of his moods, forees him to place
thought above the instability. and egoeentricity of
cmotion. When all is said and done, the forees
ercative of order ean only be perecived when we
have sccn our way clear through the jungle of life’s
hazards. Some such explanation may he used to
account for the fact that sinee Paul Klee and
Mondrian, cheerfulness and brilliance have almost
always been purchased with a cooling down of col-
ors. This process reminds us of how happy the
astronomer is in being able to leave the confusion of

" day behind him and entering the larger dimensions

of night, which alone reveals order in visible form
in the relations of bodies in space. In this respect,
romanticism may have had a small sharc in the
coupling of brilliance and coolness, but in Max
Bill’s case it has been subjected to the strict seru-
tiny of the rationalist. The daemonie is alien to Max
Bill. If onec thinks of Kandinsky or Klec onc may
eriticize him for this. But when he is at his best
Max Bill approaches the daemonie, if it be conceded
that dacmons may live in shadeless spheres, in the
brilliance of light itsclf. Max Bill is also entirely
honest in proclaiming his progress from the practi-
cal purposc of objects to the purcly rational which
he throws overboard only when he has rcached the
greatest heights. Therefore, he eannot be aceused of
dabbling in metaphysies or its mystic derivatives.
For this reason, and beeause he proves that art may
also be produeed by a slow rational aseent Max
Bill’s work must be considered a substantial con-
tribution to our times.

This appraisal of a Swiss artist’s work, recently exhibited
in Zurich and well known also beyond the boundaries of
this country, was written for the Neue Ziircher Zeitung by
its art critic 4. M. Vogt.
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Union Bank of Switzerland

UNION DE BANQUES SUISSES
SCHWEIZERISCHE BANKGESELLSCHAFT

S{BIG
S

Head Office : ZurlCh Bahnhofstrasse 45

Capital fully paid up Swiss Francs 100,000,000 Reserves Swiss Francs go,000,000

Aarau, Baden, Basle, Bellinzona, Berne, Fribourg, Geneva, Interlaken,
Lausanne, La Chaux-de-Fonds, Locarno, Lucerne, Lugano, Montreux, Olten, St. Gall,
Sion, Soleure, Vevey, Winterthur etc.

Excellent connections awith the most important banking centres of the world, combined

with nincty years tradition and a modern business outlook give assurance that orders
will receive most careful and efficient attention by an experienced and reliable staff

Right in the heart of NEUTRALITY AS THE PRINCIPLE
ZURICH'S shopping center OF SWISS FOREIGN POLICY
GRIEDER

Switzerland’s leading store for silks by Walther Hofer

and fashion sFr. 5.85

Parcel post service to any part of the world

This booklet cannot fail to be welcome to all those

Swiss who wish to help English speaking friends to
understand Swiss neutrality.

SCHWEIZER SPIEGEL VERLAG, ZURICH I

INTERPRETER SCHOOL

ZURICH

Training for interpreting and translating in all inter-
national work. Diplomas for: Secretary-Correspondents.
Translators in Business, Trade and Communications,
Journalism, Law and Administration. Go-between Inter-
preters and Specialist Translators. Congress Inter-
preters.

GRIEDER & CIE., ZURICH

Branches at Lucerne, St. Moritz Language Certificates Language Diplomas

Preparatory Courses for the Interpreter School

Airport Kloten, Biirgenstock Institute for Diplomacy and Comparative Civilization
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Badrutt’'s Palace H otel
St. Moritz Hotel du Rhone Genéve

Telephone 2 05 40 Telegraph: Rhonotel Telex 22213

Most modern in Switzerland . 200 rooms, all with
bath or showers . Private telephone in every room
and every hath-room Private radios throughout
Garage . French restaurant . Coffce shop . Bar

Seasons: June 25th to September 15th Officos for guests with stenographic service . Mect-
December 10th to March 3qst ing and banguet rooms for small and large parties
Ample parking area . Large sunny terrace . Rooms

New: Teleferic to Piz Nair 10000 ft.

Golf Samedan 18 holes from TFr. 16.— including breakfast and service

nZa

ZURICH HOTEL CENTRAL

In immediate vicinity of air terminal and main
station, overlooking the river. A house with old
traditions and modern comforts. 2 Restaurants,
Bar, Garage. Room and breakfast from Fr. 12.-

Elwert Bros, Proprietors

The winter-vacation you will never forget

THE CARLTON ST.MORITZ

Gem of the Engadine
Restaurant, Grill, Bar, Ballroom, Bridge

Own Ice-rink, Curling Glose to main station and air terminal. Old in
traditional standards, up-to-date in comfort and
convenience. Couxtcous and competent service.

Make your reservation now! Trom 14 francs including breakfast. All rooms
Write to: R. F.Muller, manager with separate washroom, w. c., phone and radio.
Telegraph: Cityhotel Telex 52 437
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Swissair
Family Plan

The bigger your family, the more

you can save by using Swissair's convenient
Family Plan ... for your

travel to and from the United States.

Here's how easy it is: One parent pays the
applicable normal fare just

as if travelling alone. The second parent and all
accompanying children between

12 and 25 get substantial reductions.

The reductions apply even

if only one parent accompanies the children.

The bigger your family the more

you save, t0o... All the way from $ 200

for a family of two travelling, ‘

say, from New York to London and back

by Swissair Tourist Class —

on up to $ 1500 for a family of six travelling
First Class from Rome to New York and back.
Your travel agent will gladly help

you figure your Swissair Family Plan fare

Ask your travel agent. between New York and any point in Europe.

Swiss Quality Worldwide
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